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To the Congregation of 
St. John's Episcopal Churchy Edinburgh. 

Dearly Beloved in the Lord, 

Having now served in St. John's 
during more than the third part of a century, 
I cannot look for a much longer continuance 
of ordinary ministerial pulpit instruction. I 
am desirous, therefore, by occasionally ad- 
dressing pastoral letters to my flock, to give 
a greater degree of permanency to some 
points of instruction and exhortation than 
they could be expected to have from being 
merely once heard in church ; and I would 
rather offer to you such advice and consola- 
tion on certain questions of practical theology, 
through these friendly epistles, than through 
the more formal and less acceptable medium 
of a volume of sermons. — Your affectionate 
friend and pastor, 

E. B. Ramsay. 

May i 86 i. 



No. I. 

On the Discipline of Affliction. 



My Dear Friends — 

My present address turns upon that solemn 
question so important to every Christian believer — 
his duty under the trials and afflictions of human 
life ; and in selecting this subject for my first pastoral 
letter, I feel very strongly that I am entering upon a 
doctrine which must be generally applicable — a topic 
on which all have either already felt an interest, or 
who, before they die, will be called on to take an 
interest. When we direct men how to bear their 
sorrows, and how best to alleviate their pain, and to 
lighten their burden, we are sure to address our- 
selves to some cases of real life. He will be a true 
friend who can give sound instruction and good 
advice on these points. At any rate, in what we 
have to say we are about to deal with actual experi- 
ence, and not with mere fancy, or with fiction. 

The world's philosophy seems to have two 

B 
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modes of meeting the case of human suffering and 
trial : ist, The cold and stoical lessons of that philo- 
sophy will tell men to harden themselves against 
pain, to consider trials here as inevitable, that the 
wise man will bear with patience and stern resigna- 
tion what must be endured, that he will endeavour 
to cultivate the philosophy of insensibility, and turn 
away his eyes as much as he can from his own 
misfortunes, or the misfortunes of others. He will 
meet the storm by apathy and indifference. But 
there is another form of the world's philosophy re- 
garding the trials of life, the joyous or epicuraean 
mode of dealing with them. Bear them gracefully 
and lightly, it would say. life is short, make the 
best of it •, set the pleasures you can secure against 
the pain you must bear ; gather the flowers ; grasp 
the enjoyments you meet with in the journey •, drown 
care in the excitement of amusement •, adopt the motto 
of those whom the great apostle describes in his 
undying treatise on the resurrection, " Let us eat and 
drink, for to-morrow we die." From such fallacious 
representations of life, from such erring guides, we 
would direct you to the wisdom that cometh from 
above, and to the philosophy of the word of God. 
There we find a very different theory of the trials and 
afflictions of our mortal course ; there we find very 
different lessons for directing us how to meet them, 
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and how to deal with them. They are not there 
represented as misfortunes coming we know not 
how, or as dependent on chance and mere secondary 
causes ; they are part of a great scheme, of a 
benevolent system of divine providence. In one 
word, they are not looked upon as mere necessary 
evils permitted in a fallen world ; but they are 
means and instruments in God's hand for attaining 
the noblest ends in connection with man's undying 
happiness, and they contain the elements from which 
are worked out glorious results in connection with 
the future destinies of man's being. They form the 
earthly discipline necessary to prepare men, by a train- 
ing in certain qualities and virtues which shall fit 
them for a life beyond the present, for the happiness 
and the occupations of the redeemed throughout 
eternity. Now, when we mark the impatience of 
mankind under trials and afflictions, when we hear 
the terms of complaint in which such visitations are 
usually referred to, we might be led to suppose either 
that they had forgotten the manner in which Holy 
Scripture has represented them in relation to man's 
happiness and best interests, or that they had mis- 
understood the teaching of inspiration on one of the 
most important questions of our practical theology. 
But let us form our judgment upon this great ques- 
tion, not by our own feelings and sensations, not by 
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the usual tenor of the language in common use, or 
by the complaints and impatience of mankind under 
affliction, but by the teaching of God's word, and 
the assurances which we find made to us in the 
divine promises and representations. We would 
therefore desire to lay before you the true Scripture 
doctrine of God's afflictive dispensations, and at the 
same time to shew how the personal experience of 
every devout believer on earth will harmonise with 
the instructions that have been sent from above ; to 
shew how the lessons taught in the school of sorrow 
corroborate the teaching of grace. 

Now the whole course of Scripture instruction 
distinctly assures us that chastening is to be con- 
sidered as a mark of divine and beneficent inter- 
ference. It is at once a proof and manifestation of 
God's love and tender regard for his children, not 
an indication of his displeasure towards them, or of 
his desertion of them. But it is somewhat curious 
to pass from the scenes of common life, where afflic- 
tions are spoken of with so much bitterness and 
anxiety, where the ordinary trials of life, such as 
sickness, poverty, loss of friends, and worldly dis- 
appointments, are treated as unmixed evils, and as 
implying real misfortune, and then to enter upon 
the field of Holy Scripture, and to mark so totally 
a different view of the subject. There we find 
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such declarations as these — " My Son, despise not 
the chastening of the Lord, neither be weary of his 
correction ; for whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
even as a father the son in whom he delighteth." 
We find it formally announced by Jehovah to his 
people under the law as it was declared by 
Moses, "Thou shalt also consider in thine heart 
that as a man chasteneth his son so the Lord thy 
God chasteneth thee •," and in the ancient book of 
Job, where we find it written, " Behold, happy is 
the man whom God correcteth," all which senti- 
ments connected with God's administrations under 
the law are adopted and enlarged under the dispen- 
sation of the Gospel. St. Paul writes to the He- 
brews — " For whom the Lord loveth he chasten- 
eth, and scourgeth every son whom he receivedi." 
Then we find the beloved disciple commissioned in 
the apocalyptical visions to announce for the benefit 
of Christ's church, in all ages, the afflictive dispensa- 
tions of the Almighty as a motive to repentance, and 
obedience, and trust, and love. " As many as / love 
I rebuke and chasten. Be zealous, therefore, and 
repent." Nay, the writer of the Epistle to the He- 
brews goes beyond the simple assurance of afflictions 
being a manifestation, not of God's hostile purposes, 
but of His paternal dealings with His people. He 
asserts the converse of the proposition, and maintains 
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that were any allowed to pass through life without 
chastisement, whereof all, in some shape or other, are 
partakers, they might be considered not to be dealt 
with as legitimate children at all, but to be treated as 
aliens and bastards. From Holy Scripture, then, 
the case is quite clear. The true theory of suffer- 
ing in this temporary and probationary condition is 
distinctly laid down. From teaching which cannot 
err, you may learn the right lesson for your con- 
duct under all trials. You are no longer to fear 
them as enemies, or turn from them in complaint 
and despair. You may hail them as friends. You 
may turn them to the best account. No longer 
are they the baneful and distasteful elements of a 
cruel and crushing misery. They are now asso- 
ciated with all that belongs to the better and the 
higher condition of man's being. They build up 
a scaffolding by which the soul may climb to the 
heights of a pure and devoted love, and trust in God 
as the great Father and benefactor of his people. 
They have become instruments and agents for future 
good of the highest order. They mingle with man's 
better thoughts, and direct the higher aspirations of 
his immortal soul, whilst a pilgrim travelling to a 
Father's presence and a Father's home. Yes ! the 
teaching of Holy Scripture tells the Christian believer 
that the chastening of God's hand will lead him to 
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eternal happiness. It confirms and corroborates 
what the Christian poet has sung to so many thou- 
sands of readers, that 

" The path of sorrow, and that path alone, 
Leads to the land where sorrow is unknown." 

The teaching, therefore, which we derive from Holy 
Scripture on this great question, we may say, is laid 
before us under two propositions : — 

I. When we endure chastening, God is " dealing' 
with us. He has specific purposes in view. He is 
to accomplish, by their agency, certain moral ends, 
certain special objects. 

II. His purposes are for our good, and are pre- 
cisely the same sort of discipline as that which a father 
exercises towards a beloved child. 

I. Now, the two propositions are distinct. We 
have already considered, and in this portion of our 
address we shall continue to consider the first — viz., 
that in chastening God is dealing with you. And 
here let me ask, Must you not acknowledge that 
such a dispensation is not without a cause ? Don't 
we often require some such dealing ? You will see 
this, I think, if you notice what is going on in the 
world. You will see that the great error of human 
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nature is want of serious thought about what is to 
come. Men are too much engaged with things 
present. With the great mass of professing Chris- 
tians the world is all. They live on careless and 
forgetful of those tremendous realities which are 
future and unseen — and this carelessness can, I fear, 
be accommodated too easily to that profession of re- 
ligious belief which is current in society. But we 
must not speak of religion as containing merely certain 
forms of godliness, but we must speak of a real power 
of religion as touching the heart and as influencing the 
conduct — and we appeal to that experience of life, 
from which only a true estimate can be formed, to say 
what really is the hold which the great truths, and 
promises, and threatenings of mankind have over 
men generally. That experience comes much to 
this, that it would be pretty near the truth to say of 
them, they have their worldly interests, their worldly 
enjoyments and occupations, and with those they are 
satisfied. They attend at certain times, and on cer- 
tain occasions, to religious observances and religious 
duties ; but their deepest feelings and real enjoyments 
belong to this world and its concerns — the treasure 
is below ; and we are quite sure that with many — 
with far more than are aware of it — the unconscious 
language of their inward heart is the secret exultation 
of the rich man of our Lord's Parable — " Soul, thou 
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hast much goods laid up for many years ; take thine 
ease, eat, drink, and be merry." Under such circum- 
stances men become, as I say, satisfied with "what 
they have, and, without being atheists or unbe- 
lievers, practically, at least, may realize the descrip- 
tion given by the apostle of those who are living 
without God in the world, if not believing without 
God in the world. May we not then ask again, is 
it not needful that God should deal with us ? He 
deals with us in chastening, and the visitation comes 
from God which is to rouse men from their insensi- 
bility, and awaken their attention to the things that 
belong unto their eternal peace. God has to deal 
with them. Such dealings, I mean, as gives them 
an assurance of a chastening as well as of an indul- 
gent hand being over them. The blow may be a 
stunning one; the discipline severe; the fragments 
of human happiness may be scattered around the 
path which men are treading, and in which they had 
anticipated neither reverses nor interruption. It may 
be the visitation comes in loss of fortune and worldly 
means of comfort ; in dear friends, who formed the 
very elements of .their happiness, being torn from 
their side ; in the failure of former health and 
strength; the coming on of infirmity, disease, and 
pain ; in the ungenerous and hard treatment of the 
world, or in alienation of friends from whom they 
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had always looked for support and kindness, for aid 
and consideration. It may be in that wound, of 
which none can know the pain except those who 
have felt it, the ingratitude and misconduct of a bad 
and thankless child, or an unkind and ungrateful 
return from those whom they considered to be most 
bound to cherish and to love them. Their trial may 
come in another form 5 the seat of pain may be 
entirely within, and not at all connected with the mis- 
conduct of others, or with loss of any mere worldly 
wealth or possession. It may come in that sad 
development of human suffering — weariness of life, 
depression of spirit, dejection and gloom, the cease- 
less settled despondency which takes no interest in 
former pursuits and occupations, and which derives 
little comfort from the former ties of affection and 
kindred, or occasionally even from the consolations 
of religion and the hopes of immortality. These are 
indeed severe lessons. But they are lessons •, and 
what I wish you to discern in all such visitations is — 
the hand of God. To see that God is Himself 
dealing with you, teaching you, and drawing you 
nearer to Himself, and bringing you in closer contact 
with the great truths and revelations of the gospel — 
truths which belong to another and a higher condi- 
tion of being. It is a too common error with man- 
kind in their afflictions, as well as in their ordinary 
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course of earthly events, to think almost exclusively 
of second causes. What I mean is, that they dwell 
so much upon the immediate and visible reasons for 
what happens to them, as oftentimes almost to lose 
sight of the great First Cause of all things. We can- 
not of course be blind or insensible to the causes which 
we see around us, and near us — such as our own 
imprudence and mistakes, or the imprudence and mis- 
takes of others — for much that happens to us of a 
calamitous or sorrowful nature. But then we should 
always refer to something higher than these reasons, 
and to something beyond them all. We should often 
ask ourselves why they are permitted to produce 
these results in us ? Who directed and prepared 
these events which have caused our sufferings and 
our trials ? In short, to what do we attribute them 
coming to us at all ? Was it a matter of mere 
chance, what, in a vague unmeaning way, we term a 
misfortune ; was it, to use a common but most un- 
fortunate term, our " ill luck ;" or was there a special 
moral and religious end in view, when the great God 
and Father of mankind visited us with these par- 
ticular dispensations of which we are now complain- 
ing? When the trial comes, should we not ask 
ourselves the solemn question, Is there not a cause ? 
Where should we direct our thoughts ; where should 
we look when the blow is struck, and the visitation ac- 
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complished ? Nothing can be more solemn or more 
suitable than the conduct and language of the Jewish 
Patriarch when he first experienced the certainty of 
those afflictions and losses with which he was so 
severely tried, and with which his name has in all 
ages of the Church been so favourably associated. 
For as the apostle wrote, " Ye have heard of the 
patience of Job." What then was Job's first im- 
pression when sore visitation came ? He fell down 
upon the ground, and worshipped, and said, " Naked 
came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I 
return thither : the Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away ; blessed be the name of the Lord. In 
all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly." 
When the spirit of man can thus at a glance 
discern God's hand in every earthly event, he has 
placed himself in the just and true position which he 
ought to hold as a child of God, a member of his 
family, and a believer in His providence, His wisdom, 
and His goodness. On such occasions the sincere 
and humble follower of his blessed Lord will see in 
what has befallen him abundant motives and reasons 
not for mistrusting his position before God, but for 
cultivating a closer union and a more confiding spirit. 
Instead of doubting and complaining, he sets himself 
to inquire for what ends and purposes may God now 
be dealing with him in these dispensations of trial ; 
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what religious lessons has he to learn from this 
teaching ; what particular faults to amend under it ; 
what virtues to cherish and advance •, what errors to 
correct ; what deficiencies to supply. Be assured that 
all God's dispensations towards you have an object 
and a purpose. He who numbers the hairs of your 
head -, He who will not permit a sparrow to fall to 
the ground without His knowledge and His sanction, 
cannot be supposed to send to His rational account- 
able creatures any dispensations either of affliction or 
enjoyment, of happiness or distress, without intending 
some great moral end, without supplying the means 
for some special preparation for another and higher 
state of being. Oh ! banish from your thoughts all 
the earth-born and worldly feelings that lead you to see 
in the events and trials of life only what are secondary 
causes, and only those mortal agencies which have 
been directly at work to produce them. Be assured, 
that all chastening from God's hand is a mystery. 
It has many secret relations to man's nature, and has 
many profound and ultimate objects to attain. It is 
a great mystery why there should be sorrows and 
trials at all in a world that is under the rule and 
government of an all pure, and holy, and omnipotent 
God. But from what we can even at present clearly 
learn from what is going on around us, the chasten- 
ings of God's hand are means to great ends in that 
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moral government itself, that His creatures will here- 
after see how blessed and how benevolent they have 
been, and therefore what we desire more especially 
to establish is the great broad truth of God's Word, 
viz., that all shall clearly perceive how it is that, when 
under God's chastening, He is dealing with them. 

But now you may wish to make your own repre- 
sentation of your state of suffering, and I would meet 
all such representations fairly and candidly. I would 
listen to the complaint wrung from the hearts of 
Christian men and women; complaints which may 
be uttered not in a rebellious or a sceptical dis- 
position, but in all reverence and all submission to 
the divine will. We suppose, then, the case of 
one remonstrating on the question of his trials, in 
language something like this — "Why should I be 
called to the particular trials with which I am 
exercised, and which to me are so piercing and 
so galling ? Why should I be selected for suffer- 
ings so far beyond what is experienced by many 
others, or even generally experienced by any? At 
times my burden seems greater than I can bear. 
The deliverance from certain evils, and the inflic- 
tion of the ills of life are dealt out in a manner 
which I cannot understand or penetrate. Good 
people are tried almost beyond their powers of 
endurance, deserted of the world, and bowed down 
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in distress. Careless, worldly, and indifferent per- 
sons we see going through life hardly touched with 
any of its woes. They escape the heavy penalties of 
human nature -, go to the grave prosperous, and sur- 
rounded with every comfort. The trials to which I 
am called are precisely those which I can least bear. 
I am wounded where I am most sensitive, and suffer 
most. Send me anything but this, and I could 
acquiesce in saying, ' God's will be done.' But, 
God, spare me -, spare me this." 

My Christian brother or sister, I have told you 
that I believe afflictions and the chastening of God 
to be a great mystery. There are many things 
belonging to them which we cannot know now, but 
which shall be known hereafter, and amongst these 
we may be assured are the ways of God in deal- 
ing with His creatures. But in all those dealings, 
however dark or mysterious, be assured of this, 
nothing is done without a cause, and without an 
object. You think you are more severely tried 
than others. But then, let me remind you, you do 
not know what others have to bear, or how you 
differ from them, so as to need different special treat- 
ment. All have sufferings, and we are too ready to 
imagine that our own are greater and more intolerable 
than others, because they are our own. Again, you 
think you are tried on points of peculiar tenderness 
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and susceptibility to pain, and you could, as you 
think, have borne more patiently and gently, and 
been more improved by other and different kinds of 
suffering, so that you do not see so clearly as you 
wish to do the direct object and purpose of the dis- 
pensation under which you are tried. But always 
bear in mind, whatever be your trials, God is dealing 
with you by them, and that He must always be 
supposed to select the best means for bringing about 
his own end. I shall endeavour, in the second 
portion of this letter, to shew you that God makes 
special and practical uses of all the trials which He 
sends to you. Be assured of His perfect wisdom, 
and His perfect goodness in this matter. He knows 
best what you require, and He is leading you on- 
wards towards Himself, and His method of accom- 
plishing His own objects must be the best. He 
knows wherein your deficiencies and your short- 
comings really consist. Be patient; be confiding. 
You are now passing through the dark periods of 
your being ; you must therefore walk by faith, and 
you must cherish in your hearts the constant assur- 
ance and conviction, that in all his dealings with you, 
God is most surely acting in reference to the future 
and the unseen. A bright and glorious day is coming, 
when we shall indeed walk by sight, and shall 
discern the ways of God, and the purposes of God, 
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clear and unclouded. It is now the night of our 
course which we have to run, and though heaviness 
may endure for the weary hours of that dark period •, 
yet, oh ! believe me, joy cometh in the morning. 
Yes ! the night is far spent, the day .is at hand ; 
already we may see the summits of the distant hills, 
gilded, though yet faintly gilded, with the beams of 
that Sun of Righteousness, ere long to rise with 
healing in His wings, with peace and hope on His 
beams. Thus, even through the long and gloomy 
intervals of trial, of suffering, and sorrow, a graci- 
ous and merciful God will give you " songs as in 
the night." And when the morning of the resur- 
rection actually dawns upon the world, when all 
is light, and glory, and magnificence, the Saviour, 
God and Man, who has been dealing with you 
from behind the cloud, will come forth to tell His 
people, " Now, my children, let all your sorrows 
cease-, you have been tried and have been found 
faithful in your day of trial ; now enter into the full 
joy of that Lord who loved you and gave Himself 
for you — now enter into rest." 
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SECOND PART. 



I have now, my dear friends, in the former 
part of this letter, endeavoured to establish in your 
minds the great and important truth that the trials 
and sorrows of life are not to be considered as 
mere evils or misfortunes coming to us by acci- 
dent or by ill luck ; but that we should see in 
them the hand and purposes of God the chastener, 
exercising through them a specific discipline, and 
teaching us positive lessons of piety and of wisdom. 
In now proceeding with a further, and perhaps we 
may call it a more practical development of this most 
important question, we have only to apply the 
assurance of the apostle, that such chastening is not 
merely a benevolent visitation and a friendly dealing 
with us, but is that sort of dealing which a virtuous 
parent would exercise towards a child. " He 
dealeth with you as with sons" We have therefore 
now more particularly to follow out in their practical 
results the effects of such discipline, and we shall 
find that, when rightly used and carefully applied, 
chastening will place us in that relation to God which 
a child on earth bears to a beloved and virtuous 
parent. It will shew us what we should do, and to 
whom we should go -, and such chastening will 
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practically draw out the high and sacred virtues of 
self-denial, patience, and resignation. It will promote 
our resemblance to Christ, and thus accomplish, 
through sympathy and fellow-suffering, a nearer and 
closer special union with him. These are the topics 
on which I am now to discourse, and, 1st, as to the 
lesson taught us — 

I. It is quite evident that afflictions and disap- 
pointments have a direct tendency to teach us the 
religion of patience, submission, and self-denial. 
Such is the positive assurance of St. Paul, " Tribula- 
tion worketh patience ;" and we here notice especially 
that it is patience which our tribulation is to produce. 
Not a single act of courage, or some one great effort 
of self-denial and of determination, but oftentimes the 
" patient continuance" in bearing from day to day, 
from year to year, the prolonged and weary visitation 
of sickness or of disappointment, where we require 
sufferance and enduring faith rather than bold, deter- 
minate, and prompt decision of conduct. Indeed, it 
is obvious that we cannot really, and by experience, 
know what patience is till we come to suffer. We 
cannot know what it is to forgive till we have been 
injured. We do not form any right estimate of self- 
denial till we are called upon to give up some cherished 
object, and to abandon some favourite design, simply 
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because it is God's will that we should do so. It is all 
very well and very easy to imagine ourselves ready to 
be patient and resigned when we have little or nothing 
to thwart our dearest wishes. It is easy to say, 
" God's will be done," when there is nothing required 
in that will which is in opposition to our own. The 
trial is when we have to bear with what is irksome, 
to do what is distasteful ; to give up our favourite 
inclinations, abandon our beloved idols, and make the 
will of God our rule and guide, and to adhere only 
the more closely to that will when we find it utterly 
hostile to a will deep seated within our own hearts. 
If such were not the lesson we have to learn from 
the trials of life, why should our blessed Lord speak 
of sacrifices, the severity of which can only be com- 
pared to the determination of a man in the midst of 
bodily vigour and active occupation " cutting off a 
right hand," or " plucking out a right eye." If the 
whole sum and practice of Christian piety be, as I 
think it is, included in that sublime and touching 
prayer of our blessed Lord, " Nevertheless, not my 
will, but thine, be done," then it is obvious that 
only can that prayer have its full scope and perfection 
when uttered from a sorrowing and a suffering heart. 
The Christian is taught in the school of affliction 
what constitutes the patience of an entire submission. 
Every Christian believer should dm at bang able to 
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make the solemn declaration, I am enduring chasten- 
ing, and sad and bitter chastening, at the hand of God, 
but I can now say, " Thy will be done." I mourn 
the loss of those who were dear to me ; life has in 
losing them lost its sweetness and its charm, but, O 
God, " Thy will be done." I have been thwarted 
in every favourite scheme through life ; I have lost 
position, fortune, and all that the world deems most 
valuable, but " God's will be done." In all such 
cases, then, we can see that the Christian believer has 
been taught in the school of suffering. His privations 
have brought him to a divine Saviour, have directed 
him to an heavenly Father. Afflictions, in fact, often 
form the elements, and, as we may say, materials of 
piety. Afflictions open a path of intercourse with 
God. The world would not know they had a 
Father in heaven if he did not send them suffering, for 
they have too long been insensible to his goodness. 

II. But further, the chastenings of the Lord have 
not only this purpose in shewing us the true character 
of Christian piety, and bringing us to our Saviour 
and our God as our only source of strength and 
consolation, but they have a direct and practical 
influence on the Christian character. They enable 
men to realize the tender intercourse between a 
heavenly Father and themselves as his earthly children. 
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They improve, they strengthen, and refine all Chris- 
tian graces and qualities in the believer's life and 
conduct. I think you must have perceived this in 
your intercourse with the world and your experience 
of human life. You may generally know whether a 
character has passed through the furnace of affliction ; 
you can generally tell whether it has been touched 
by the hand of sorrow. Of course, where a charac- 
ter is not improved and softened by chastening 
received from the hand of God, it is hardened, and 
rendered irritable and rebellious. But I speak of 
those who have come out of great tribulation, and 
who in their tribulation have washed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. These 
shew by their deportment and their sentiments that 
God has been " dealing" with them, and though out- 
wardly no smell of fire has passed upon their 
garments, those who know them well must perceive 
that they have been purified in the furnace, and that 
they have come out more trusting, more holy, and 
more loving. We can discern in such character a 
special manifestation of that charity which " seeketh 
not her own." We can discern the kind and for- 
bearing treatment of others — the calm resignation and 
willing sacrifice of self — virtues which constitute the 
great charm of Christian demeanour. In accordance 
with this view of God's dealings with His children, 
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we might ask where do we see the highest efforts and 
attainments of Christian piety — where its brightest and 
its holiest triumph ? Where do we see the undoubted 
self-denial, the deep humility, and the gentle patience 
which mark the sincere and true disciple whom 
Jesus would himself, were he on earth, recognize 
and love ? Not in the scenes of earthly splendour 
and prosperity — not in the dwellings of the learned, 
the gay, the great, and the wealthy, or in the heart 
that exults in all the gifts of fortune — but oftentimes 
it is in the abodes of poverty — in the squalid lodg- 
ings of the wretched — in the chamber of sickness — 
by the bed of languishing and disease — in the out- 
pouring of a weary spirit — in the distress of a broken 
heart. Yes ! in scenes like these — in scenes of 
which the gay world know nothing, and from which 
they would recoil with horror — are often to be found 
the highest and the purest Christian attainments — 
there await in patience, unknown and unnoticed, 
true followers of Jesus — followers who will ere long, 
most surely, join the hallelujahs of the redeemed 
— followers in whose hands the angels see the 
palm of victory — followers on whose brow they 
know they will soon have to place the diadem of 
immortal glory. I think it will be obvious to every 
one when exercising calm reflection on his own ex- 
perience of Christian feelings, and the experience of 



2 8 Pastoral Letters. 

others, that such might be expected as the results of 
chastening on the believer's character. For only 
observe, how often you may see the effects of a 
long course of uninterrupted prosperity and of freedom 
from all trial, shew themselves in a worldly and a 
careless unconcerned habit of life as regards religious 
views and religious consolations. Men, in that case, 
like the rich man of our Lord's parable, have their good 
things. They forget God. Religion and religious 
representations and convictions do not come home to 
them. But the days of sorrow come, the dark days 
when fortune frowns and when friends forsake them. 
Sickness and infirmity confine them to the solitary 
chamber, and separate them from former pleasures, 
interests, and excitements. Then they feel that 
something more is needed for happiness than the 
world's offers or the world's promises. They are 
then reminded of religious hopes and consolations, 
or rather such hopes and consolations are forced 
upon their notice. Yes ! they are soon taught that 
if they would have a friend whose assistance will be 
given them in the darkest hour of their distress, if 
they would recognize a heavenly parent whose love 
will never fail them, and on whose power to aid 
them they can rely without scruple or reserve, 
they must attach their love and hopes to more than 
worldly supports and earthly resting places. When 
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visitations of real chastening and distress come to 
the believer's heart and home, how soon he can 
sympathize with the experience of the sacred poet, 
and with him make the sorrowful acknowledgment, 
that 

" The spider's most attenuated thread 
Is cord, is cable, to man's slender tie 
On earthly bliss — it breaks at every breeze." 

I believe that the felt assurance of this often 
leads men, under spiritual guidance, to build on 
other hopes, and to seek other sources of rest and 
peace. Go mark the Christian character as it is 
formed by the grace of God in the school of his 
severest chastening, and as it has been purified in 
the furnace of affliction. You will see a man living 
in the world but above the world ; you will see the 
earthly and sensual portions of his nature refined, 
raised by heavenward motives and lofty aspirations ; 
and you will find that such an one has learnt the 
true value of earthly possessions, and the proper 
uses of human life, because they have taught him to 
look beyond them all. 

III. Now you will observe here that as we mark 
and follow out the improvement and refinement of 
man's nature which are effected under the discipline 
of affliction, we are simply enabled to discern more 
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and more clearly what formed the third practical con- 
sideration connected with the discipline of suffering, 
viz., how the absolute perfection of humanity has 
been so developed in the character and moral attri- 
butes of the Lord Jesus Christ. If we are to attain 
salvation and a fitness for the occupation and glories 
of the heavenly kingdom, then we must follow the 
steps of that divine Being who, in his nature accord- 
ing to the flesh, and in regard to his assumed 
humanity as the Captain of our Salvation, was made 
" perfect through suffering." Can we expect to 
attain such a measure of perfection as in our present 
temporary condition we are capable of attaining 
through any other source ? Surely the members 
of Christ's body must seek a resemblance and 
conformity with the head. If we expect to reign 
with Christ we must also suffer with Christ. The 
sufferings of Christ are no doubt a most awful and 
mysterious subject of our contemplation, and are, 
indeed, quite unintelligble, except we connect them 
with the great sacrifice which he offered for the sin 
of the world, and with the pure and holy example 
which he held forth to those who were to be his dis- 
ciples and followers ; still I cannot imagine a motive 
more powerful, and a thought more touching, for 
reconciling us to every dispensation of chastening and 
trial, than to remember that we bear them as members 
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of the body of Christ ; that they are sent to promote 
oar union with him, and to constitute our resem- 
blance to him. Jesus calls us to follow him in all 
that he has passed through as the man of sorrows, 
and so to be with him now that we shall accomplish 
a more entire moral conjunction with his nature. 
t€ If so be that we suffer with him, that we may 
also be glorified together." It was a dreadful and 
severe path that Jesus trod when he was on earth 
incarnate. From the cross, and the bloody sweat, 
and the agony, and the words of anguish, be passed 
to the crown ; and if from these arose his perfection 
of humanity, then we must expect that through 
much tribulation we also shall enter into the kingdom 
of God. When you are most afflicted, and most 
sorely tried by the sorrows and disappointments of 
life, think with whom you are sharing them — think 
whom you are to resemble in your reception of them 
and in your use of them. Through such paths the 
best and holiest of Christian believers have passed 
to their bright and glorious reward. In them they 
were prepared for the rest and peace they now in- 
herit. But, O think on Him, who, Lord of all — 
maker of all — the eternal word— the brightness of 
the Father s glory, and the express image of His 
person — yet endured more than mortal tongue could 
utter, or mortal heart conceive, for the very pur- 



3 2 Pastoral Letters. 

pose of giving you an example for your patience and 
resignation. As a method of shewing you how you 
may best promote spiritual union with Him — at 
those times when most complaining, most depressed, 
and most cut off from human comforts and human 
sympathies, you are to remember that you are 
" bearing about you the marks of the Lord Jesus." 
That you are by your sufferings promoting an union 
of your spirit with his spirit ; that an inspired apostle 
has called upon you to rejoice, " inasmuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ's sufferings ; that when his glory 
shall be revealed ye may be glad also with exceed- 
ing joy." Then, beloved brethren, could we once 
fully realize such hopes and encouragements as 
these, it would naturally follow for us to "glory" 
in such tribulation which could be productive of 
benefits so important, which could offer such means 
of improving the Christian life, and advancing the 
union of our whole nature with the character of 
Christ. 

A pious father of the English Church was so 
impressed with the uses and value of affliction as 
bringing men to Christ, and weaning their affections 
from the world, that he has left in his devotions 
a prayer to God that He would in his goodness, 
and as proof of his paternal interest, always visit 
him with afflictions and with trials, and always so 
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exercise him as to afford him the means of a 
spiritual improvement. We could hardly, I fear, 
expect from Christians generally a sincere utterance 
of such a prayer as that. But certainly, in every 
case, we ought to lay before God our willingness 
to receive, with humility and patience, all the afflic- 
tions and trials He may in His wisdom deem to be 
good for us, and that He would sanctify to our use 
whatever comes from His hand, and enable us so to 
improve in all the graces and virtues of a padent and 
resigned course of personal piety before God, as 
will supply a practical proof that chastening has 
been truly and effectively the dealings of a Father 
with His loving and confiding children. 

My dear friends, in addressing you on the sub- 
ject of your sorrows, my chief object has been to 
establish this principle and conviction in your hearts, 
that chastening is an ordinary dispensation in God's 
hand — a dispensation often quite essential for training 
His children in the ways of godliness here, and for 
fitting them for their eternal home in His presence 
hereafter. Nothing, therefore, can be more un- 
fortunate than allowing chastening to come upon us 
as a strange thing ; to come upon us quite unexpected 
and unprepared, as something we had never looked 
for. I am convinced that the true wisdom of the 
Christian believer is to look upon the state of trial 
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as the rule of life, and not the exception ; to hold 
himself in readiness to meet afflictions as the usually 
needful discipline of a Heavenly Father, and so that 
their visitation shall never come upon him as a 
surprise or shock, but be accepted as a natural 
dealing of the Most High with those whom He 
loves, and whom He desires to save. Then, if the 
Christian finds that his trials are spared or mitigated, 
he may thank God that he is permitted to tread the 
path of duty without the thorns and roughnesses 
which are so often needed; and he will draw near 
to God in the sunshine as he would in the storm. 
But whenever God sees fit to send the afflictive 
dispensation, let the Christian be ready to receive 
it, and receive it cheerfully, as assured that it 
cometh with the words of great encouragement, 
iC My son, despise not thou the chastening of the 
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him; 
for whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth. Let 
him inquire into the special uses he may make of 
it ; let him await the blessing it can confer. Were 
these views and these principles truly received and 
fully established in the hearts and understandings of 
Christian believers, I believe that men would form 
very different estimates of the afflictions and trials 
of life from those which prevail usually amongst 
mankind upon that home and important question. 
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We can conceive the whole aspect of the question 
changed, and what were once considered harbingers 
of evil and misfortunes, to be then viewed as mes- 
sengers of good. Nay, we can conceive it quite 
possible, really and sincerely, to glory in tribulation ; 
to count it all joy when we fall into diverse temp- 
tations. 

Let us then hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter. If such be the uses and the purposes of 
God's chastening dispensations, Christian virtues 
will be formed and tried in the school of adversity. 
If the hope that never dies, and that never yields to 
the solicitation of evil and the temptations of Satan, 
can be formed only under the patience that springs 
from tribulation, then welcome the sorrow that leads 
to everlasting joy ; welcome the sufferings that aid 
me to reach the land where there shall be no more 
pain. Hasten your gracious purposes, ye messen- 
gers of my Father from above, to bring me to the 
everlasting mansions of His heavenly home. Let 
me never speak without sure comfort the bitter 
word " farewell ! " if the parting and the trial are 
to prepare me to meet the loved ones in the land 
where change shall be no more. Tears and anguish, 
I fear you not ; you shall be my teachers and my 
friends, to shew me the pathway that brings me 
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before that divine Father who will Himself wipe 
away all tears from all eyes, and who will for ever 
banish sorrow and sighing from the hearts of His 
children ; misfortunes I cannot call you, which shall 
direct me to that glorious and divine Being in whose 
presence is the fulness of joy, and at whose right 
hand are pleasures for evermore. Nor, lastly, can 
I ever shrink from those trials as calamities, or 
dread them as enemies to my real and abiding 
peace of mind, which make me more nearly 
resemble my Lord and Saviour. If it is in suffer- 
ing I am to be one with Christ, and Christ with 
me, let sufferings have their full effect. If by 
suffering the captain of my salvation was, accord- 
ing to His human nature, to be made perfect, then 
I am prepared to suffer, in order that I may be made 
more like Him. No ! By God's help and sacred 
teaching, I never will in future shrink from that 
discipline which purifies my nature as a member of 
Christ's body, which brings me closer to His cross, 
which gives me a deeper interest in the salvation 
which He purchased by His death and passion for 
the sins of a guilty world. 
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No. II. 

The Power of Christian Gentleness. 



My Dear Christian Friends — 

I have thought long upon the subject 
which I have now to bring before you — I mean the 
power and influence of a divine virtue, which was 
so marked a feature in the history of Jesus himself, 
that an inspired apostle conjures his disciples by it 
when he beseeches them to follow Christ -, for, just 
as God the Father "swears" to His people by His own 
holiness, because holiness is an eternal attribute of 
His divine character, so, in like manner, St. Paul 
(2 Cor. x. i.) " beseeches" the Corinthian church, by 
the "meekness and gentleness of Christ," as an essential 
portion of the Redeemer's human nature, and as what 
the Christian disciple is ever to bear in mind — the 
example and the motive of his Christian course. The 
" meekness" of the Christian believer is, I apprehend, 
that lowly, humble, and unassuming moral estimate 
of his own character and pretensions, of which 

D 
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"gentleness" is the external exponent and manifesta- 
tion in all the concerns and relations of life. 

The first remark, then, which I have to offer on 
this subject, is the great shortcoming of mankind at 
large in the important and lovely Christian grace which 
is implied in Christian gentleness. I think there 
are few points on which Holy Scripture is more 
explicit as well in its injunctions to practise the virtue, 
as in its recommendations to follow the example of 
Jesus in this particular ; and yet it appears to me 
there is no point of Christian morals on- which men 
are so generally deficient, no point on which the pre- 
cepts of the Gospel, and the practice of its professed 
adherents, are more signally at variance. Let us 
first consider the Scripture representations which are 
made to us on the question. Take our Lord's own 
express injunctions, conjoined with the various pre- 
cepts of inspired writers on the same subject. Jesus 
said, " A new commandment I give unto you, that 
ye love one another as I have loved you, that ye also 
love one another." " By this shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples if he have love one to another." 
" This is my commandment, that ye love one another 
as I have loved you." <c Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and 
persecute you." " I say not unto thee (forgive) 
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until seven times, but until seventy times seven." 
And oh ! how affecting and solemn the injunction 
Jesus gives us for the time when we ask of God a 
pardon for our own sins — " When ye stand praying 
forgive if ye have ought against any, that your Father 
also which is in heaven may forgive you your tres- 
passes." Then again follow the teaching of apostles in 
the same strain — "Be kindly afFectioned one to another, 
with brotherly love." " With all lowliness and 
meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another 
in love." " He that hateth his brother is in dark- 
ness, and knoweth not whither he goeth." " Let all 
bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and 
evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice, 
and be ye kind one to another, tender hearted, for- 
giving one another, even as God for Christ's sake 
hath forgiven you." "Put on therefore, as the 
elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suf- 
fering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one 
another, if any man have a quarrel against any ; even 
as Christ forgave you, so also do ye." "Be ye all 
of one mind, having compassion one of another.' ' 
" Love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous, not ren- 
dering* evil for evil, or railing for railing, but con- 
trariwise blessing." " We know that we have passed 
from death unto life because we love the brethren." 
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" Overcome evil with good." Now the line of 
conduct described and marked out in such terms 
for the disciple and follower of Jesus cannot be mis- 
taken. The Christian should be forgiving in disposi- 
tion ; gentle in manner ; forbearing and considerate 
towards the errors and shortcomings of others. 
He should restrain his tongue lest he wound the 
feelings of the sensitive, and should abstain from a 
violent and irritating style of language which so 
often tends to stir up strife and to inflame the evil 
passions of mankind. If it be a part of Christ's 
mission on earth to give to His followers, in His own 
life, an example for regulating their conduct, and dis- 
position, and demeanour through this world, as well 
as to give them in the atonement and sacrifice which 
he made upon the cross, a ground of hope and 
assurance for acceptance in the world to come, 
there can be no question as to the line of duty 
which lies before every one who professes and calls 
himself a Christian. Isaiah, in predicting the future 
marks by which Messiah should be known, an- 
nounces this — " He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor 
cause his voice to be heard in the street. A bruised 
reed shall He not break, and the smoking flax shall 
He not quench." And the prophet who predicted 
His entering into Jerusalem, predicted also that He 
" should come lowly and riding upon an ass, and 
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upon a colt the foal of an ass." And when Jesus 
himself called upon His followers to take upon them 
His yoke, and to bear His burden, it was because 
He was " meek and lowly in heart." But now let us 
plainly put the question — Are these the precepts ? Is 
this the example by which mankind generally regu- 
late their conduct and form their habits of intercourse 
with each other ? Alas ! the representation pre- 
sented to us of what men ought to be in regard to 
their forbearing and kind demeanour, seems rather a 
conception of fancy than a reality — a beautiful picture 
totwhich we can hardly find any living type — a theory 
of which we have little practical illustration. How 
commonly do we find in social life the play of many 
unkindly emotions ? the absence of that spirit of love 
which the aposde so beautifully describes as suffering 
long and as kind, not envying or boasting itself, 
seeking not her own, not easily provoked, thinking 
no evil, bearing all things, believing all things, 
hoping all things, enduring all things. No ! Too 
often, on the contrary, men are hard to one another •, 
unforgiving, unpitying, ungenerous ; allowing their 
hostile feelings to embitter the kindly relations of 
social and domestic life, and often, we fear, carrying 
enmities to the grave. This is a very sad statement 
of what is actually to be found in Christian society 
regarding a great and acknowledged Christian duty. 
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We certainly meet -with persons who seem to think 
that disobedience to the positive and express com- 
mand of Holy Scripture on this particular point may 
be far easier tolerated than violation of other com- 
mands which may not, so far as we know, be more 
important. In other words, we find persons who can 
violate the precepts of our Lord in favour of meek- 
ness, who would shrink with horror from offending 
against the laws of honesty, purity, and fair dealing. 
Have you not known men of high religious profes- 
sion, of conscientious feelings in regard to religious 
obligation on the life and conduct, who were at times 
subject to the most violent effusions of passion — who 
made no secret of expressing their virulence and hos- 
tility towards those who had offended them, and 
who declared that they could not pardon or overlook 
offences which have been committed against them, 
and who yet maintain theoretically the obligation of 
a strictest obedience to every precept in the word of 
God ? I have endeavoured to state the case fairly. 
I am anxious to lay before you what are the require- 
ments of Christ's teaching and example — what the 
apostles really have enjoined upon the same question. 
I have reminded you how defective in practice is the 
obedience of the generality of mankind — how short- 
coming is the conduct of the best. I would bring 
before you the spirit of Christian gentleness, in order 
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that you may yourselves judge of your own confor- 
mity with it. That you may reflect earnestly on the 
low and imperfect adherence which you see on earth 
to the spirit of that great law of love which regulates 
the feelings of the blessed in heaven. I have made 
the representation in the most comprehensive terms, 
and according to the most general views of human 
nature. I am not now concerned with particular 
cases of offence against the laws of Christian gentle- 
ness. The preacher makes no reference in his ad- 
dresses on such topics to individuals. Whosoever 
hath ears to hear let him hear. We have all much 
to learn — we have all much to discard in our senti- 
ments and conduct that is opposed to the state of 
mind inculcated by our Lord, and which the exhor- 
tations of apostles would advance in Christian social 
life. I would now point out to you some of those 
considerations which lead us to a serious view of the 
great evils attached to our deficiences in the grace of 
Christian love and gentleness, and which ought to 
suggest the motives under which we are led to desire 
and to cultivate their improvement. 

1. We must carefully and anxiously consider the 
great stress laid upon the cultivation of this virtue in 
the word of God — the numerous precepts by which 
it is enforced — the frequent denunciations against its 
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violation. From many passages (some of which I 
I have quoted) select two, in which the grace of 
Christian love is associated with the essential cha- 
racteristics of Christian godliness, even named in proof 
of its sincere profession. Thus, in the first, Jesus 
having declared to His disciples, when teaching them 
His new commandment, that they should love one 
another, and a special motive, " By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples if ye have love 
one to another." Love to one another is made, in 
fact, the test of sincerity in our Christian profession. 
To make men love one another was one object of the 
revelation of the truth as it is in Jesus Christ. The 
false religions of the world had never formally taught 
any such lessons — never enforced such a principle. 
It was by love that the followers and disciples of 
the lowly Galilean should be distinguished from the 
rest of the world. He had before called upon men 
to take His yoke and bear His burden — to learn of 
Him, for He was meek and lowly in heart. He 
requires from them to love those whom He had 
loved. Nay, by this they should shew their sin- 
cerity as His followers ; and all men should know 
that they belonged to Jesus, seeing that they loved 
one another. But then comes the application of 
the test to ourselves, to our own times, and the 
terrible question to be put — looking at the general 
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aspect of the world and the conduct of mankind at 
large ; taking the wars, and strife, and bloodshed, 
the oppression, cruelty, and injustice of the nations — 
could we say the so-called Christian world may be 
known as disciples of Jesus because they love one 
another ? Looking at the intercourse of private life 
through its family ties and domestic relations, marked 
as those relations are by animosities, jealousies, and 
bitter alienations, could it fairly be said that men, in 
the home-circle of their affections, may be known as 
disciples of the Lord Jesus, inasmuch as they have 
love one to another ? Alas for the Christianity of the 
world— of many an erring child of man, if this condi- 
tion were strictly and rigorously applied ! 

But take another declaration of Holy Scripture, in 
which love is made a mark and test of sincere piety. 
St John distinctly lays down this principle when he 
declares, ""We know that we have passed from 
death unto life because we love the brethren." Here 
love to the brethren is an indication of the Christian 
believer having emerged from a state of spiritual 
death into a condition of life, alive to holiness and the 
love of God. It is a most important principle of our 
practical theology, that we shall have good reason 
to believe we have escaped from the state of those 
who are spiritually cold and indifferent about hea- 
venly things, and that we have passed into the better 
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state of those who are living to God, and awakened 
to a sense of active living Christian holiness — and 
when that reason is, feeling that we can love all men as 
brethren. There are no doubt other tests of the sin- 
cerity of our Christian profession. Without faith all 
our good works are dead and unacceptable to God — 
without holiness no man shall see the Lord. But if 
we do not love one another a mark of Christian dis- 
cipleship is wanting, nor can we say for certainty that 
we have passed from spiritual death to spiritual life. 
The power of gendeness, therefore, is manifest from 
the clear declarations of God's Word. 

2. But we derive a strong and personal motive 
to cultivate and maintain, in our intercourse with our 
brethren of mankind, the gendeness of Christ, which is 
the distress and sorrow from which it saves us, and the 
peace and the happiness it diffuses throughout society. 
What is it, we would ask, that causes the greatest 
misery in life? What inflicts the severest wounds 
upon the happiness of mankind ? Not, we venture 
to say, the misery inflicted by the providence of 
God — not the natural and inevitable evils of our lot, 
its ordinary sickness, infirmities, or calamities ; but it 
is the misery which man inflicts upon his fellows by 
his evil tempers, his cruelty, his unkind usage, his want 
of pity, sympathy, and forbearance. There is that 
speaketb (saith Solomon) like the " piercing of a sword," 
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and David also tells of those " whose teeth are spears 
and arrows, and their tongue a sharp sword." Words 
can inflict a deeper wound, and leave a deeper scar, 
and cause a more abiding anguish, than blows. 
What a different world it would be were all men 
once thoroughly imbued with that spirit of gentleness 
and love which Scripture enjoins, and which Jesus 
practised Were all men kind and amiable, forbear- 
ing in their treatment of others, ready to spare the 
feelings of others, not apt to take offence, but always 
ready to forgive offence — were they prepared at all times 
to sacrifice their own importance, and — most difficult 
— their own self-love, how peaceful would be the tone 
and conduct of life ! — how cheered would be many 
a drooping spirit ! — how softened many a heart har- 
dened with the world's cruelty and injustice ! — how 
soothed and healed would be many hearts breaking 
under the world's unkindness, neglect, and scorn! 
There can be no doubt that the indulgence of angry, 
violent, and contentious passions, forms the most fruit- 
ful source of misery both to men themselves and also 
to all those who are under their influence and control. 
It is the meek that " inherit the earth*" Theirs are its 
best gpfts ; they secure its truest happiness. When, 
therefore, we recall the many exhortations which are 
made in Holy Scripture to benevolence, and contribut- 
ing to the happiness of others — when we remember 
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how often we are called upon to cultivate a resem- 
blance to the blessed Jesus, to walk in the steps of Him 
who " went about doing good," and who omitted no 
opportunity of conferring a benefit upon some suffer- 
ing child of sin and sorrow — then we should feel the 
importance of the call to practise the gentleness of 
Christ, because we may feel assured that in no other way 
can we more certainly relieve human sorrow, or more 
effectually promote happiness in those with whom 
we are connected. God knows there is misery and 
suffering enough in the world, and it is a blessed and 
enviable position he occupies who does all he can to 
diffuse happiness and good humour around as he 
pursues his way through many a sad and weary path 
of life. In short, it is by love or hate, by the calm 
of peace or the tumult of contention, by affection or 
hatred, that this earth may be made to resemble the 
habitations of the blessed in heaven, or the dark 
abodes of the fallen Spirit and of his rebel angels in 
the regions of perpetual darkness and despair. 

3. There is a powerful motive to forgiveness, 
and to all Christian forbearance and love towards our 
brethren of mankind, in the feeling of our being all 
children of one great family, sharing the care and 
bounty of the same great Father, who has placed us 
in this world that we may so live together in peace and 
unity as brethren here, that we may inhabit the eternal 
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mansions of man's final home in heaven. I am 
quite aware that a mere external form of kindness 
and forbearance is not the Christian grace or virtue 
of which we now speak ; it must have its root in the 
feelings of the heart, and, to have any acceptance 
before God, must be "grounded in love •," and how is 
such a feeling more likely to be encouraged than by 
cultivating the kindly emotions which would flow 
from a sense of brotherhood with all mankind — to 
remember that, however separated here by position, 
circumstances, inclinations, or pursuits, it is the pur- 
pose of the great Father of the human race that all 
should meet before him in heaven, all there be one 
with each other, and in Christ all be one with God. 
I think that the habit of regarding all the members 
of the great human family as kindred in exile, and as 
sharing in the common love of God, would impart 
to our general feelings of philanthropy the fervour 
and the faithfulness of a domestic affection. We 
should recognise the family tie. Think of this future 
relation which you may bear towards your brethren 
of mankind, and then say, could you persevere in 
enmity against one whom you are to meet as a fellow- 
worshipper in the realms of bliss ? Is harbouring 
revenge and deadly hatred to an individual here a 
fitting prelude to join with him in the new song to 
be sung by the redeemed in heaven ? It is awful to 
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think of the possibility of an enmity which reaches to 

the grave ; nay, which may extend beyond the grave ! 

Robert Southey, in his greatest poem,* has ventured 

to make one of his characters avow an enmity against 

his foe extending beyond the limits of an earthly lot, 

and to say of one he hated — 

" Earth could not hold us both, nor can one heaven 
Contain my deadliest enemy and me." 

Such dreadful words may suggest how unchristian 

and how dangerous it must be to cherish earthly 

animosities against those with whom God purposes 

we should spend eternity in his own presence, and 

occupied in his own service. 

4. But there is a motive to the cultivation of a 

loving, forbearing, and gentle deportment towards all 

the brethren of mankind yet to be considered, and 

which, in fact, is the most powerful and convincing 

of all — I mean the fact that Jesus died for them 9 who 

also died for us. Can we bear permanent animosity, 

or cherish an unforgiving spirit against a brother 

for whom Christ died — against an offending brother it 

may be, but against a brother for whom the Holy Spirit 

is interceding with "groanings that cannot be uttered." 

This great fact should impart a feeling of love, a 

consideration and even tenderness of interest to every 

human being with whom we are brought into relation. 

* « Roderick." 
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The poorest, meanest, and most degraded of mankind 
become invested with a worth and importance which 
make them objects of interest with angels in heaven, 
simply because Christ has died for them. When we 
feel emotions of hatred, anger, or disgust towards any 
of our brothers or sisters of mortality, would it not 
greatly tend to subdue or modify such hostile feelings 
if we were to bring to our remembrance this great 
fact of their history — for this brother or this sister 
Jesus died ; for them His blood was shed upon the 
cross. Jesus loved them ; they partook of His love -, 
shall they now partake of our hate ? St. Paul 
seems fully to establish this principle when he thus 
argues with his Roman brethren, " Destroy not him 
with thy meat for whom Christ died" (Rom. xiv. 15). 
His words shew how much consideration he considers 
due to a brother on this ground. To have shared 
with any one the common benefit of the Saviour's love 
should induce towards him the most favourable and 
the most gentle conduct, and such a view of Christian 
duty would produce this desirable and truly divine 
effect. It would associate the cross of Christ in our 
hearts with its true object and purpose in the hea- 
venly counsels. It would always connect the 
Redeemer's death and sufferings with "Peace on 
Earth." When disposed, then, to deal harshly with 
a fellow-creature, we should call to mind how we, how 
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all have been dealt with. How fordbly is the appeal 
brought home to our hearts in the parable of the talent 
of the hundred pence, where the master of the house- 
hold, in the character of the Divine Redeemer, thus 
denounces the harsh and inplacable conduct of the 
unforgiving servant — " I forgave thee all that debt 
because thou desirest me : shouldst not thou also 
have had compassion on thy fellow-servant even as I 
had pity on thee?" Oh let the Christian believer, 
in his moment of hard and angry disposition towards 
any fellow-creature, hear those words of mild remon- 
strance from the Saviour's own lips, " Pardon, for I 
pardoned thee ; forgive, as thou hast been forgiven." 
The remarks which have now been offered are 
applicable to all questions on which we can have 
differences and disagreement with our brethren. The 
Christian should shew forth the true spirit of meek- 
ness in his bearing towards all men ; but, at the same 
time, such Christian gentleness implies no indifference 
towards Christian truth, no forbearance towards 
error, no compromise with honour, purity, and right- 
dealing. The Christian believer can be stern and 
inflexible to condemn sin, but can deal tenderly with 
the sinner. We should form a most fatal mis- 
conception of the grace of Christian love were we to 
suppose it rendered the possessor less keen to discern 
and less bold to censure what is really offence against 
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God's will, because it is found ready to seek and to 
save the offender. The blessed Jesus denounced the 
hypocrisy and the blasphemies of the Sadducees and 
the Scribes in terms of holy indignation, but he ever 
encouraged the penitent and the humble-minded to 
come to him for consolation and forgiveness. And 
as the full practice of Christian gentleness would com- 
pose many differences and smooth many asperities of 
social life, so likewise would it shed a hallowed in- 
fluence over the too-frequently disturbed and angry 
passions called forth by religious controversy. It is 
very sad to think how bitter and how acrimonious 
are the contentions called forth in disputants about 
matters connected with the religion of peace and 
good-will to man. Men will differ, and will often 
differ most conscientiously. The experience of the 
world has shewn how vain it is to expect men to 
agree in all various giatters of doctrine and discipline ; 
but in all such differences the spirit of forbearance 
and of Christian love may still prevail, and men 
may agree to differ, and to differ as brethren and as 
Christians ; nay, the more earnest and decided 
men are in their religious opinions and belief, the 
more disposed they should be to win over their 
brethren to the truth by shewing them a meek and 
kindly spirit. 

But now we have to meet a common answer that 

£ 
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we hear frequently offered to all such exhortations 
as these. It is often said, "I cannot be expected 
to forgive where I have been so wronged. I cannot 
forget where so much has been done to keep me in 
remembrance of what I have suffered — where I have 
met with neither justice nor consideration — where 
my actions have been falsified and my motives misre- 
presented. There are injuries we cannot pass over ; 
there is a point of endurance beyond which we cannot 
go." Such, alas ! is too often the language, and 
such the feelings of human nature. But how are 
these objections answered by the Word of God ? The 
Christian believer is there instructed that these are the 
very circumstances under which the power of gentle- 
ness is to be made manifest. If a brother trespass 
against us seven times in a day, and seven times in a 
day declare his repentance, we are not to withhold 
our forgiveness. We are to love our enemies : we 
are to bless them that curse, to do good to them that 
hate, and to pray for them who despitefully use and 
persecute us ; and in thus doing we shall act as chil- 
dren of our Father which is in heaven. And then, 
too, we should bear in mind how long He hath borne 
with us, how often He has been tried with our repeated 
provocations. You are not asked to forgive those 
who have never given you offence — you are not re- 
quired to love those who are friendly and loving to 
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you — you are not urged to exercise a gentle and 
forbearing spirit towards men of tender hearts and 
kindly demeanour. No ; the Christian grace of 
which we now treat is to be made manifest amidst 
the rude and provoking treatment of hostile spirits. 
To return good for evil, and to overcome evil with 
good, are in fact the very principles on which you 
should regulate your practical demeanour through life. 
They should direct you in all the communications 
which you have with your fellow-creatures, and under 
all the circumstances by which you may come into 
relation with them. I am quite aware that the grace 
of Christian gentleness, and that the virtue of Chris- 
tian forbearance, are often required from us on occa- 
sions when it may be most difficult to bring them 
into full exercise. It is often a great trial, and I am 
the more desirous of impressing these principles and 
considerations upon your minds, from a deep and sor- 
rowful conviction that many Christian believers are, 
when the trial comes, sadly deficient as to this point 
of resemblance to their Lord. It is often the last and 
lingering infirmity of the converted sinner, and even 
of the advanced saint on earth ; nor is it, we fear, 
considered so important a requirement of the Chris- 
tian character as the teaching of Holy Scripture and 
the Saviour's example evidently mark it out; nay, 
perhaps, if we were to speak the truth, we should 



5 6 Pastoral Letters. 

say that whilst other Christian graces are advancing, 
that of gentleness too often loses ground. 

As life advances, the kindliness and forbearance 
of man's nature ought to increase and bring the 
character onwards towards its attainable degree of 
Christian perfection. Those events which have on 
others the effect of rousing the passions, and irri- 
tating the temper, should be viewed with calmness 
and placidity by him who will soon have done with 
all earthly concerns, and to whom all the ordinary 
excitements of life must soon be ended. The aged 
Christian who has had so long experience of the 
usual failings of human nature, and has had so much 
labour in the correction of his own, will have learnt 
to exercise great forbearance towards the errors 
which cause him personal annoyance, and which, 
under ordinary circumstances, would have a tendency 
to ruffle his temper and disturb his equanimity. And 
such, undoubtedly, ought to be the result of a long 
life of Christian godliness and self-restraint. Age, 
with its many infirmities, weaknesses, and near ap- 
proaches to the grave, should be miid, and calm, and 
self-possessed. There should always be manifest the 
holy influences of a near proximity to that condition 
where the infirmities of human passion will be un- 
known, and where the hearts of the worshippers will 
be unclouded and serene as the atmosphere that cir- 
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culates round the throne of God. Unfortunately, 
however, as years advance, the irritability of the 
nervous temperament gains ground also, and the 
power of governing or controlling it diminishes. 
Hence, it too often comes to pass, that old age is 
fretful, irascible, and impatient, unless such tendency 
is corrected by the power of grace, unless Chris- 
tians, by prayer and watchfulness, earnestly and con- 
stantly, seek from God the power of self-control, 
and regulate every thought and action by reference 
to the gentleness of Christ. The character of the 
Christian disciple should be always advancing in 
faith, in piety, and in love. Every thing in him 
should be approaching the perfection of the heavenly 
condition, and the spirit, ere it departs from the body, 
should be invested with a repose so placid and un- 
earthly, that its fitness should be already discerned 
by men and angels for the land of everlasting rest 
and peace. 

These are very plain and obvious remarks upon 
a most important element of the Christian character. 
I feel assured that if Christians were daily to make 
a fair and impartial comparison between the pre- 
cepts of Scripture on this matter, and the tenor of 
their ordinary conduct in social intercourse with their 
fellow-creatures, the best would find much to correct, 
and much which, on faithful self-examination, would 
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cause sorrow and repentance. I wish you, th 
fore, to consider well the motives to a gentle ai 
humble walk in life, which have now been laid be 
you. I wish you to ponder the statements of G 
word, under which such motives are so power] 
enforced. I wish you to bear in mind the happi 
such conduct is calculated to produce, the misery 
anxieties it might allay around you. I wish yc 
bind closer the ties of love to mankind at large 1 
the consideration of the common interest shared b 
the members of a greatfamily, now united by a com 
home on earth, and whom divine love would joii 
ever in a home and happiness which shall be ete 
And I would have you check every unkind and 
gentle feeling which you may be disposed to ente 
towards every son and daughter of Adam, b) 
remembrance of this touching and solemn fact, J 

DIED FOR THAT BROTHER OR THAT SISTER. 

In carrying out these principles, and adoj 
these motives as rules and guides for your cod 
through life, I need scarcely remind you of 
urgent necessity there will be for vigilance, cau 
and self-restraint. That your strength mus 
gathered from constant prayer and supplicatioi 
the grace of God and the aid of His Holy S 
who will co-operate in your endeavours, and 
" fellow- worker" with you. Thus whilst 
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own determination is even expressed in the words 
of David — " I said I will take heed to my ways 
that I offend not in my tongue " — an urgent prayer 
will always follow for God's help in the same. 
" Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth and keep 
the door of my lips." 

And here perhaps I might suggest two practical 
and simple rules, which may be of good use in assisting 
yon practically to carry out the object and purpose 
which I am now endeavouring to enforce. They are 
rules which have been recommended by writers on 
Christian morals of high authority, and I believe their 
efficacy would be soon experienced by any one who 
would persevere in their application to all the inter- 
course of man with his fellows. The first is, to 
speak as little as possible of those whom you are 
conscious of disliking, and against whom you have 
entertained a prejudice. The second is to make a 
rule of praying specially for a blessing on those in- 
dividuals who have, as you think, done you an injury. 
By the practice of the first of these rules, we should 
probably be spared the remembrance of many rash 
and hasty words ; of many intemperate and unjust 
reflections calculated to wound our future peace, 
and for which we may have bitter cause for peni- 
tence and regret. By the practice of the second 
the heart must be softened towards the most hated 
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of our brethren, and men could hardly pass, with- 
out some difficulty and compunction, from the office of 
an intercessor before the throne of God to that of 
an enemy and avenger. 

Whether attained and cultivated by these or 
by any other rules or mental process, the grace 
of meekness and of gentleness will be ever found 
the purest ornament of the Christian character, the 
most attractive element of Christian holiness. Let 
me urge upon you, dear members of my flock, to lay 
this matter seriously to heart, and determine to be- 
come such conspicuous examples of the Redeemer's 
own disposition, that by your conduct all men shall 
know you are his sincere and true disciples. I am 
aware that there are great constitutional differences 
in the tendencies of mankind with regard to the 
practice of this virtue; some are more kind and 
gentle by nature, not easily provoked, not ready to 
take offence j others are also by nature prone to 
anger and quick in temper ; ardent and hasty in dis- 
position their dislikes and animosities partake of 
their natural propensity. Now the gospel of Christ, 
with all its divine lessons and powerful motives, is 
intended to act directly upon all tendencies of nature, 
and to mould them to the service of God. Thus, 
where the disposition is severe and hard, it will 
be subdued and purified by the power of grace. 
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Where the disposition is soft and gentle, the be- 
liever will consecrate its good qualities by offering 
them on the altar of Christian love, and will elevate 
a natural grace into the function of a Christian virtue 
the most lovely and divine. 

I need say no more. The blessedness of the 
meekness and the gentleness which are enforced in 
the religion of Jesus, and the graceful ornament they 
confer upon the Christian character, can admit of no 
doubt or question. But their power to produce 
happiness and peace within the believer's own breast, 
and to drive away the evils of anger, of " envy, 
hatred, malice, and all uncharitableness " from the 
social circle around him, can only be known where 
he sets himself earnestly and faithfully to follow after 
the things which " make for peace." Love is not 
a temporary theory, but an immortal life. 'With 
every Christian believer this divine life should begin 
on earth. His constant aim, his chief object should 
be to show forth, in his present position, some 
reflection and foretaste of that higher life to which 
the redeemed shall be introduced in heaven. The 
Christian's life, which commences amidst the infir- 
mities and drawbacks of a mortal condition, will 
then attain perfection when he shall " behold as in a 
glass the glory of the Lord." In the meantime, he 
should feel himself " changed and changing into the 
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same image, from glory to glory, as by the spirit of 
the Lord." The seeds of every Christian grace 
should thus be constantly germinating in his heart 
and inmost spirit. All men should be able to per- 
ceive that such seeds are of heavenly growth, and 
that, in due time, they will be transplanted into the 
Paradise of God, where they will bloom in immortal 
beauty. We are preparing for heaven not merely 
by learning its sublime doctrines, but by practising 
its divine virtues, and as nothing shall enter its 
bright and glorious courts which would defile the 
purity of its inhabitants, so we may be sure nothing 
shall be admitted into that society which could dis- 
turb the peace or ruffle the tranquil calm of those 
blessed spirits whom " the Father hath made meet 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in 
light" (Col. i. 12). 
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My Dear Friends, — 

When you read the title of this pastoral, 
1 have no doubt there will rise up in your minds, as 
necessarily connected with its subject, the idea of a 
controversial essay upon disputed questions and long- 
contested points in church polity and church order ; 
— you will probably anticipate a laboured defence of 
°^t- own communion, and look for a series of argu- 
ments directed against those who differ from us, in 
favour of our own being the true church of Christ, 
aa «i the only true church. But although always ready, 
I *r*ust, to vindicate the purity of our communion — 
to laphold its accordance in doctrine and fellowship 
with what is to be found in Holy Scripture — and 
though ready to enforce the great spiritual privileges 
w hich we enjoy in the use of our sound and devo- 
tional forms of public worship, I have no intention 
of entering, in the present address, upon any matters 
F 
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of religious controversy at all ; you will find nothing 
concerning those differences which have been so long 
questions of dispute. My present purpose is indeed 
rather to avoid controversy, and to direct your atten- 
tion to points where there is no place for controversy. 
I would now fix your hearts and minds on a church 
which all will readily admit is the true church of 
Christ. I am to describe a church which is at once 
the pillar and ground of the truth — its final develop- 
ment and consummation — a church built upon the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being, by 
his doctrine, the chief corner-stone — by his future 
presence the ornament and the glory. 

Now, there can be no doubt that the term 
church is used in Holy Scripture in a variety of 
senses, and that it must ordinarily be employed to 
describe bodies of men or communities very differ- 
ently situated from each other. Thus, for ex- 
ample, we find it used for the whole body of the 
baptized on earth — the church which Christ hath 
purchased by his death and sufferings. The 
writers of the New Testament, however, make 
much use of the word in senses far more confined 
and limited than this. They speak of the churches 
of Christ, meaning separate individual communities, 
as, for example, "the seven churches of Asia," 
" the churches of Judea," " the church that is at 
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Babylon/' " the church at Antioch," " the church 
of the Laodiceans." The term is applied also to 
believers as members of a Christian family, for St. 
Paul, when he speaks of Priscilla and Aquila, greets 
the i€ church that is in their house " and again, 
" Salute Nymphas and the church which is in his 
house." 

Even two or three, when gathered together in 
the name of Christ, assembled for his worship and 
service, may in one sense be called a church, inas- 
much as to such persons so assembled the 
Redeemer's special presence and assistance are pro- 
mised. In our times how numerous are the senses 
in which the term is popularly used and applied. 
The Eastern and Western, or Latin and Greek, 
churches, are terms of distinction which are well 
understood, and which include each within them- 
selves many separate and national churches. Then , 
amongst the reformed communions there are the 
churches of England, of Ireland, of the colonies ; 
the Church of Scotland Established, Free, Episco- 
palian, United Presbyterian, and others. There are 
the Lutheran Churches of Germany, the Presby- 
terian Church of Holland, the various churches of 
the United States* All these form visible and local 
communities of professing Christians throughout the 
world, holding, as we trust, in common the great 



66 Pastoral Letters. 

and fundamental truths of the gospel; holding the 
true Godhead of our Lord, his incarnation and 
atonement, the personality, divine nature, and special 
offices of the Holy Spirit. Each contend that their 
own form of church government and church wor- 
ship is that most in accordance with the model and 
design of Holy Scripture. Even where members of 
such bodies do not absolutely limit the favour of 
God and the offer of salvation to those within the 
pale of their own communion, still how often do the 
most bitter and uncharitable feelings arise in men's 
hearts on account of these religious differences. 
There are no animosities so deep and inveterate as 
tfrose by which men on earth are separated from 
one another on religious questions. Conscientiously 
and sincerely attached to our own communion, it is 
quite reasonable that we should give it the first 
t place in our affection and respect. But to refuse to 
others of a different communion a right to a similar 
conscientious and sincere attachment oh their part, 
still more to exclude men on the ground of such ex- 
ternal differences from the blessings and* the benefits 
of the Christian covenant, were surely to act most 
inconsistently with the spirit of the Christian faith, and 
must be most injurious to the mutual charity and for- 
bearance which are taught us in the gospel of Christ. 
We must expect great differences to prevail 
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amongst mankind on such questions. We can 
hardly look for a time when we shall see men 
joined together in one form of a visible church on 
earth, with one polity and one worship, when we 
consider how much they differ in their opinions, how 
much they vary in the nature of their devotional 
feelings, and what different habits of thought they 
bring to all religious questions. It often hap- 
pens that what appears to the minds of some men 
to be distinctly laid down in Scripture as to forms 
of church government and guidance for the same, 
others cannot see in the light of any rule, or cer- 
tainly not as any command. Men's devotional im- 
pressions and associations vary as much as their 
notions on church polity. To some minds all 
usages of an ancient and mediaeval character have a 
strong claim upon their reverence and affection. With 
them solemn musical and choral services convey the , 
highest notion of an approach to the purity and sub- 
limity of heaven's own worship near the eternal 
throne. In fact, there are minds so constituted that 
the elaborate anthem, the tones of the majestic 
organ, the surpliced choir, the solemn Gregorian 
chant, are to them almost essential to the full 
idea of divine worship and church services. But 
then there are other minds so formed, and other 
feelings so constituted, as to dissociate all such 
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accessories of devotion from true piety, and to shrink 
from their adoption as favouring only a spirit of 
formalism or of superstition. I have long been 
convinced that it were utterly hopeless to expect in 
our time an universal viable church on earth, one 
in polity and government, uniform in discipline and in 
ritual, including all professing Christian believers — 
the same in every land, and with every heart in her 
communion, every spirit in homage to her rule. In- 
deed, I am inclined to think that, considering the 
varieties of opinions, tastes, and feelings prevalent 
amongst mankind in regard to religious questions 
and the bearing of Scripture declarations, such uni- 
formity in the polity and worship of one visible 
church on earth was never intended, certainly if 
attempted at present would be impossible. Minds 
could only be brought to such uniformity by 
coercion, or by some motives of interest or policy. 
Is there, then, it will be asked, no true church on 
earth ? Is there no visible mark and type of the body 
of Christ here below ? We answer this question 
according to the definition of our 19th Article — ''The 
visible church of Christ is a congregation of faithful 
men, in the which the pure word of God is preached, 
and the Sacraments be duly ministered according to 
Christ's ordinance in all those things that of necessity 
are requisite to the same." Now this definition 
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leaves the question to a degree open as to what may 
be a portion of the true visible church of Christ. 
In any community where the word of God is faith- 
fully preached, and the sacraments of Christ's own 
appointment duly administered, salvation is not to 
be withheld from its members on account of some 
alleged external or technical deficiency. No doubt 
one form of government or of worship is to be 
preferred to others, as being more in consonance 
with Scripture model and authority, more conducive 
to good government, and more favourable to true 
piety. Every member of our own church, for 
example, may, with much propriety, offer his grate- 
ful acknowledgments to Almighty God for the 
special blessings he enjoys in the communion to 
which he is joined — that he has secured to him the 
knowledge of Christ and of his gospel — that he is 
taught evangelical truth combined with apostolical 
order — that he undoubtedly possesses all necessary 
means of grace, and may encourage all sure and 
certain hopes of glory. But my object in this dis- 
course on the church of Christ is to direct the at- 
tention of all the members of our own communion 
to another and a higher manifestation of the body of 
Christ than that which has ever been on earth. We 
direct you now to a spiritual communion, a church 
acknowledged of all men, and admitted without con- 
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troversy to be the true church. For, when we turn 
again to Holy Scripture to ascertain in what other 
senses the word is used, we find undoubted evidence 
of its being applied to a church more catholic than 
the Roman or the Greek — to a church more pure 
than the Anglican, more unmixed with elements of 
discord or of evil than any visible communion on 
earth. We find that there is a glorious company 
which is to form the body of the redeemed in 
heaven, a body which Christ loves as his spouse, 
and for which He gave himself (Eph. v. 25) — a , 
church which He has built upon a rock, and against 
which the gates of hell shall never prevail (Matt, 
xxvi. 18) — " the church of the first-born, which 
are written in heaven" — the church made up of 
those whose " names are written in the Lamb's 
book of life" — a church gathered from all others — 
a church composed of the wheat and the good fishes 
of our Lord's parables after the tares have been 
burned and the bad fishes have been cast away. 
It is the support and consolation of the Christian 
believer to dwell in spirit upon this invisible church, 
when, from sickness, separation, or infirmity, he is 
debarred from attending the services of the earthly 
temple of God below. It is, then, to this the 
undoubted true, catholic, holy church of Christ 
to which we now direct your hopes and your 
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regards. This may to many appear a question 
of somewhat vague and dim elements for our 
contemplation, inasmuch as the body we now 
speak of is admitted to be a spiritual body and an 
invisible church — a church of which no one can 
define the limits, no one can assign who are its 
individual members, or describe with any precision 
its present relation to the great God and Saviour, 
the Head of the church, the King immortal and 
invisible. But still we have abundant proof in 
Holy Scripture that such a church, so pure, so 
spiritual, so comprehensive, does exist, and will 
exist till time shall be no more. It is frequently 
referred to as comprising all those who shall 
hereafter be placed on the right hand of the Son 
of Man, those who shall be redeemed from sin and 
death, and shall be near the throne of God for 
ever and ever. We now speak of that holy 
and invisible church which is to be gathered from 
all ages of the world, from all people, and all 
nations — those whom the apostle John saw in 
heaven, and of whom he was told that they had 
come out of great tribulation, had washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. We now speak of that church of Christ 
which is to be made up of happy redeemed spirits, 
spirits who are to be happy for all eternity — the 
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church which will hereafter be triumphant over sin 
and death and sorrow, as the church of the present 
is in constant warfare with these, the enemies of her 
peace. This is truly the church of Christ, because 
it is the church which He will love as His spouse, 
which He will present to Himself as " a glorious 
church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, but as holy and without blemish." The 
great and leading distinction of this invisible church, 
however, with which we are now chiefly concerned, 
is, that it will be formed of individuals drawn from 
all the visible communities of God's servants who 
have been on earth. It will include all who have 
truly and sincerely loved God and desired to keep 
His commandments — all who have been found faith- 
ful over their "few things" — all who shall have 
given proof of their fidelity to that God who is no 
respecter of persons, but who will, at the last day, 
judge His creatures according to the light He has 
vouchsafed to them, and according to the opportu- 
nities He has afforded them of working out their 
own salvation and acceptance. The one invisible 
everlasting church of Christ, let it be remembered, 
shall be gathered in from bodies of men who seem 
to us now as if separated from each other by every 
difference which an earthly condition is capable of 
receiving. They have few sympathies with each 
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other now; they seem to have few common ties 
such as will draw them together into one body 
hereafter. But there is one Head with which all 
the scattered members can be joined. Love and 
truthfulness, and desire for holiness and purity of 
heart, draw men together from very different places 
in the great visible crowd assembled at the last day. 
When the time for sustaining certain external forms 
of polity and church membership shall have passed 
away, it will be then seen what men of hostile com- 
munions held in common with the Spirit of Christ 
and with each other. Such pure and heaven-directed 
spirits will come from every form of Christian church, 
and be gathered likewise from those who, never 
having heard the sound of the Gospel of Christ, 
shall be judged like the good centurion whose 
" prayers and whose alms came up for a memorial 
before God," because they were done according to 
the light and grace which had been given, and 
because they were made acceptable by the blood of 
that Saviour who died for all. On these grounds, 
then, it is, dear Christian friends, that, wearied with 
the wretched contentions of the hour, shocked 
with the uncharitable, intolerant attitude of different 
churches and religious communities towards each 
other, we feel how elevating and soothing the 
thought that there is a ground on which all Chris- 
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tians of all denominations may find a sure and 
common footing — that we know of a church in 
the hallowed precincts of which all are included 
who shall have loved Christ, and bore a cross and 
followed Him. Having daily proof how hopeless 
and how uncertain are all expectations here of a 
system of church unity on earth \ seeing how nume- 
rous and how inveterate are the obstacles to such an 
union in men's hearts, associations, and prejudices, 
we turn our thoughts to a church in which we are 
sure there will be no division or disunion. We now 
fix our hopes on the spiritual, invisible church, as 
the ultimate attainment of our spiritual life, the pride 
and glory of our eternal inheritance, of which the 
visible church to which men now belong on earth 
should be deemed as an intermediate and preparatory 
economy ; so that all that is august and solemn 
in the sacraments and services of the church below 
shall be considered the vestibule or outer court of a 
holier and a more spiritualized temple, for which the 
pure in heart are destined, beyond the confines of 
time and space. 

Now, we conceive there would be great benefits 
arising to our Christian character, and that there 
would be much advantage to our Christian feel- 
ings, in cultivating such a train of thought, and 
pursuing such reflections on the pure and spiritual 
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church above. For example, such an exercise of 
the thoughts might be expected to produce this 
good result upon men's minds. 

I. It would foster a better spirit, and encour- 
age a more charitable and forbearing tone of feeling 
in regard to our judgment of those who differ from 
us in matters ecclesiastical. Men are, we fear 
naturally, too ready to make the most of those 
differences, and to separate themselves as wide as 
possible from their brethren. They come to con- 
sider all unity of feeling, all common action, as im- 
possible on earth; and under an impression of these 
differences being irreconcileable, men are alienated 
from one another, and forget that they have a com- 
mon faith and a common home, — that they have one 
God, one Redeemer, Saviour, and Sanctifier, and 
that, after all, there may be more points on which 
they agree than on which they differ. But when 
we have encouraged our minds to dwell upon the 
thought of the possibility that members of differ- 
ent communions on earth, professing different forms 
of polity and worship, some of which we deem im- 
perfect, may meet hereafter in the church triumphant 
— -the church of the first-born — whose names are 
written in heaven, then, amidst the shock of con- 
tending creeds, and the strife of disputants fulmina- 
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ting anathemas against opponents, good men begin 
to listen to gentler counsels and more kindly sug- 
gestions regarding each other. For when they have 
earnestly studied the nature of the future church of 
the redeemed, and the character of those who will 
be its members throughout the ages of eternity, and 
when they can discern in the lives and hearts of 
many who differ from them in their profession of 
ecclesiastical principles on earth, such qualities as 
they believe will entitle to admission into that church 
above — then from feeling only as disputants they begin 
to feel as Christians. Let us ever bear in mind this 
great truth — in every Christian community, as in 
every Christian individual, two elements are to be 
considered as forming the full development of the 
religious character. There is a form of godliness 
which is external; and there is also the power of god- 
liness which is internal. There is an outward mani- 
festation of the Christian's life or profession in 
certain ecclesiastical organisations, and there is an 
internal and spiritual development in a life of devo- 
tion and charity, godliness, and self-denial. Surely 
that Christian character is more in accordance with 
the spirit of the church above, which has exhibited 
the power of godliness in sincerity and truth, 
though holding the faith in an imperfectly constituted 
outward form, than any character which, under a 
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more correct and primitive external profession, is 
yet deficient in the inner and spiritual power of 
Christian godliness ! I do not mean to offer 
apologies for what is defective or wrong in the 
organisation of any church, but to claim respect and 
sympathy for all " who love the Lord Jesus Christ 
in sincerity and truth," to recognise a Christian 
brother in every one whose humble faith believes the 
great truths of Christ's nature and Christ's gospel, 
and in whose life and conduct we can discover a 
resemblance to the spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and a following of his holy and benevolent walk 
on earth. It should be always remembered that, 
from their difference of habits and association, men 
are very differently constituted in regard to the 
impressions they receive upon religious questions 
as to what is external. It will often happen that 
whilst a believer in Christ is utterly incapable 
of appreciating the arguments from Scripture and 
antiquity in favour of certain ecclesiastical forms 
of a defined church polity and ministerial organisa- 
tion, he can yet receive, in full force, the lessons 
of Holy Scripture on Christian faith, which worketh 
by love. Many a one may, from lack of mental 
power, or from bias of early associations, be quite 
unable to follow the arguments in favour of 
episcopal government in the church, or to estimate 
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the proofs of an apostolical succession, who may 
yet have been enabled, by grace, to walk humbly 
with God, and to bear a cross in following Jesus, 
through suffering and self-denial, and, if need be, to 
death. Shall we say of such an one that his exclu- 
sion from episcopal churches on earth shall form 
an exclusion from the church above ? The hos- 
tile spirit which is generated in the world by 
continually dwelling upon the differences which 
separate men from each other in the church on 
earth are best softened and corrected by duly con- 
sidering those qualities by which we have reason 
to hope that they will be united hereafter in the pre- 
cincts of the church above. It exhibits no want of 
attachment to our own church — implies no want of 
confidence in her purity or her apostolic character — 
to extend the hope that the Redeemer will receive 
into his glorified church in Heaven many of our 
brethren who have served and worshipped him 
under a polity of government and under forms of 
church services very different from our own. Surely 
we would not exclude from the hope of the gospel 
those who have shewn that they already possess its 
faith and charity. I believe no one can be more 
attached to his own church than I am. I am per- 
fectly convinced that in no other could I more 
advantageously enjoy the means of grace, or more 
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freely entertain the hopes of glory. But if because 
I indulge a Christian hope for our brethren and 
countrymen that, though not of our church, they 
may share with us at last the favour of God, 
through the merits of the Redeemer, shall I be 
represented as unfriendly to the church in which I 
have served for thirty-seven years, and in which I 
hope to die. If because whilst inviting Scotch- 
men to unite in one outward visible communion 
under the episcopate and a liturgy, I have not con- 
signed them to an uncovenanted position before God, 
without a church at all, shall I be considered as 
unfaithful to the principles I was bound to defend, 
as if those principles can only be upheld by a denial 
of God's mercy to all who differ from us ? God 
forbid ! Intolerance and an exclusive claim to the 
mercy of God is a fault of many, otherwise good 
men, and has perhaps been in times past an error 
with members of our own church. The mistake 
has been confounding the well-being of a church 
with its being; and in warning you, as I am con- 
scientiously bound to do, against the errors of those 
views popularly called '* extreme Church opinions," 
I have great pleasure in quoting from a recent charge 
by a prelate, whose sound judgment and devoted zeal 
have the testimony of men of all shades of opinion 
in the Church of England. In adverting to that 
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system as of late years developed in the Church, he 
shews how it accomplished some good purpose, and 
then adds : — tf But it went beyond this. Its tendency 
was to overlay the essential verities of justification 
by faith, the conscious conversion of the soul to 
God, and personal sanctification by the direct in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit on the soul, by an 
exaggerated sacramental system and the interposition 
of a human mediation. The Church and its ordi- 
nances were magnified till the Saviour was respect- 
fully removed by them, as it were, to a distance 
from the sinner's soul. Meanwhile exclusive claims 
were advanced for the authority and efficacy of a 
Church blessed with Episcopacy and the Apostolical 
succession, and for the priestly office and the powers 
intrusted to it, such as were unknown, not only to 
our Reformers, but to the greatest divines of the 
succeeding age; and what was previously held to 
be only of the de bene esse was taught to be of the 
very essence of the true Church. It is no wonder 
that the onward sway of such a theory carried over 
many, after vainly attempting to retain hold of our 
Church by the expedient of a non-natural interpre- 
tation of its formularies, to the communion of the 
Church of Rome." — {Charge of the Bishop of Lincoln , 
1 86 1.) I think nothing is more likely to subdue 
the unseemly and ungracious spirit of exclusive 
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Church opinions, nothing more adapted to correct 
the uncharitable judgment of others, than frequent 
meditation upon the pure and perfect church invisible, 
where we may hope to find many in an united state 
of happiness and glory who have been all their lives 
in a state of separation from each other on earth. 
I greatly fear men incline to consider the points on 
which they differ rather than to consider those 
on which they are agreed. One might have 
supposed that men who had formed a high and 
glorious estimate of the benefits and the blessings of 
salvation through the blood of Christ, would have 
naturally been anxious for as many of their brethren 
to share with them these benefits and these blessings 
as possible, that they would have encouraged rather 
than have checked the notion, that others might be 
entitled to the same privileges as themselves. But 
with many Christian believers we find a far different 
spirit, their idea seems rather to limit than to expand 
the sphere of human salvation. Extreme theologians 
of one school are unwilling to include all men in 
the offer of salvation, and limit the message to 
their fellow-Christians by the interposition of an 
arbitrary decree. Churchmen of a far different 
school of theology would cut off from the church 
of Christ all whose communion is not formed upon 
the principle of an episcopal ministerial succes- 
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sion. The high church Anglican excludes from 
the church of Christ the whole body of Noncon- 
formists; the Greek and Roman churches excom- 
municate the Anglican church and all its branches. 
And thus, whilst the pages of the Bible depict the 
character of God as a God of love, willing the 
happiness and salvation of •all, and proclaiming 
goodwill to men, diffusive as the light of day, 
theologians are ever prompt at finding technical 
impediments to the grace of God being extended to 
their brethren, and thus seem to look upon it as a 
duty to " shut the gates of mercy on mankind.'' 

II. There is another advantage which we can 
easily imagine may arise to minds of a peculiar con- 
stitution, from dwelling much in thought upon the 
glories and perfections of the church triumphant in 
Heaven. It may withdraw the attention of such 
minds from a too exclusive consideration of the 
visible church on earth, and correct that spirit of 
formalism which looks too exclusively to temporary 
ordinances and material emblems. The church of 
Christ is now not a permanent but an intermediate 
economy. It is intended to bring us onwards in 
grace, so that we may pass from the church militant 
on earth to the church triumphant in heaven. But 
how often do we find men contend about the 
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externals of a visible church here, as if the church 
and its ordinances were unchangeable, and were to 
be valued on their own account, and not on account 
of those higher glories and brighter attainments to 
which they are the entrance and the preparation. 
The very force of men's convictions that their 
church is apostolical in constitution, and a true 
branch of the catholic church of Christ, may lead 
them to attach to what is temporary the attributes 
of what is eternal, to become what is so often called 
"sound churchmen" without being heavenward aspir- 
ing Christians. We ought to value all present church 
privileges, only so far as they are means to lead us 
onward to the future church. We ought not to be 
satisfied to remain for ever in the vestibule of the 
great and eternal temple of God's presence; the 
church militant is but the battle-field where we are 
to secure admittance to the privileges of the church 
triumphant. In the church below are means of 
grace and hopes of glory. In the church above 
means of grace are ripened into full communion 
with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — hopes of 
glory are superseded by possession. Men should be 
persuaded that their church is founded on the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus himself being the chief corner 
stone. That they should love and value their own 
church is natural and praiseworthy. But their ground 
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of preference should be that the church they have 
adopted here is the best and safest guide to ttxe 
church hereafter. The church of the present ag«> 
with its sacraments, ordinances, and temples, will t>< 
superseded by a church where there is that heavenly 
rest which requires not means of grace. In heav&n 
the beloved disciple saw no temple, because the 
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb were the temple 
thereof. In all disputes, then, about differences in 
the visible church of Christ, let us bear in mind that 
we are contending about that which will have an end, 
that great and glorious realities will soon be revealed 
to the spiritualised apprehension of which these 
temporary elements are but types and forerunners. 
Let it not be supposed that we would inculcate 
indifference to our church, as if one church were 
just as good and as apostolical as another. Let it 
not be supposed that we would for a moment de- 
precate the earthly means of grace given us in the 
church below as being mere external forms and 
"beggarly elements." Quite the contrary. We 
elevate their importance by raising the standard of 
the future economy by which they are to be judged j 
and we give them their just value, and stamp them 
with their just character, when we bring them into 
their true relation to the glories and the privileges 
of the everlasting and unchanging church of the 
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living God. We do not wish to check or limit 
the love and zeal of Episcopalians for their own 
church, but to direct it. The strength of such 
attachment should not be founded on the triumph 
of theological controversy, or the bitter feelings of 
party spirit, but on the matured conviction that the 
ministrations of our church are best qualified to fit 
08 to become members of the pure invisible church 
of Christ to be revealed hereafter. We should love 
oar church because we feel that, under its parental 
and tender care, we are more gently and more surely 
prepared and trained for a church still purer and 
still nearer to God than our own. The worthiest 
churchman is he whom his church makes a holy, 
humble, devout, and charitable Christian. Men 
may argue as polemics, but they should feel as 
Christians; men should be ready to mark in mem- 
bers of communions very differently constituted 
qualities of a spiritual nature in which they entirely 
agree. A pure love of Christ, such as He will 
accept and bless, may pervade the hearts of Chris- 
tian people, where great numbers are united under 
the government of an ancient episcopate, or where 
each congregation forms a separate religious com- 
munion under its own pastor. No doubt God may be 
worshipped acceptably where there is an excess of 
ritual and of gorgeous ceremonial; and may be wor- 
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shipped acceptably by pure and loving hearts where 
there are the cold externals of the unaided voice of 
the single minister. The large-minded and catholic 
Christian will observe the hidden ties and spiritual 
associations which unite them both. 

The conclusion of all that I have said is this: — 
the remedy, under God's grace and the teaching 
of his word, for all our contentions, our un- 
christian differences, our want of love, our earthly, 
narrow and formal estimate of church services and 
ceremonial, is to dwell constantly in faith and prayer 
on what the church will be when fully gathered in 
and made perfect, — when it is ascended from the 
valley of tears to Mount Sion, — when it shall err 
and suffer no more. Be assured, that if you desire 
to make the church on earth venerable and holy, to 
make its ordinances revered, its services beloved, you 
must use them as the steps by which you ascend 
to a higher temple and a more glorious economy 
in which we shall join all the pure in heart who 
are to see God, — where we shall find all the faith- 
ful and true who shall be gathered in for eternal glory 
from all peoples and from all earthly communions. 
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No. IV. 
THE CHRISTIAN REALIZING 

The Second Coming of the 
Son of Man. 



My Dear Friends — 

I am very anxious to impress your minds with 
that most awful event, the second coming of the 
Son of man — to enforce an earnest practical con- 
sideration of all the great and solemn truths which it 
brings before us. 

Advent is a very suitable and edifying appoint- 
ment of our church, and a striking mode of calling 
the attention of its members to the position in which 
they should desire to stand at the commencement 
of every Christian or ecclesiastical year. At the open- 
ing of the sacred year the church may properly be 
said to announce the great object and purport of all 
church ordinances and all church services. Although 
she is always calling upon her children to " watch >' 

H 
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yet she determines, at least once in the year, to call 
upon them more specifically to be ready or fitted to 
receive Christ as the Head of the Church, and to 
consider His coming as the event for which they are 
to prepare — as the even^ which, for time and for 
eternity, must be of the most importance to their hap- 
piness and welfare. Nor need I pause to explain at 
length how it is that this expectancy of a coming 
Saviour — this looking forward to an advent on earth 
— is of a twofold character. I need not remind any of 
what all must* know, that there has been a coming 
of Christ in great humility-, how there will be a 
coming of Christ in great glory ; how there has been 
a Redeemer suffering, and how there will be a 
Redeemer triumphing; how there has been a Saviour 
in humanity; how there will be a God in judgment. 
In proclaiming an advent, therefore, of Christ, we 
proclaim a future appearance of Jesus Christ to 
judge the world — an appearance which will be mani- 
fest to all, and a judgment in which all must partici- 
pate and to which all will be answerable. The first 
coming of Christ in human form, in great humility, 
in lowliness and meekness, has been described 
already. The gospels and the epistles form a record 
of all the particulars connected with that coming of 
our Lord in Palestine; of His teaching, His parables, 
His miracles, His virtues, benevolence, and meekness 
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under injuries; His sufferings, wrongs, agony, cruel 
death, resurrection and ascension — these are all 
minutely and particularly described. We know all 
the circumstances, at least the chief circumstances, of 
that coming of Christ which is past, and which 
makes our Lord the Christ of history ; of the nature 
and particulars of that second coming, which will be 
for judgment, we cannot have the same minute particu- 
lars, because it includes many things not yet given to 
man to know, and because no human language 
could convey to mortal senses, whilst ill their state of 
trial and imperfection, a full understanding of those 
scenes which will take place at the last day, and 
at the judicial appearance of the Lord Jesus. The 
terms made use of however, and the imagery adopted, 
are quite sufficient to assure us not only of the reality 
of a judgment, but of its magnificence, being in conso- 
nance with the greatness of the issues at stake, which 
are sentences upon the whole human race from the 
first pair — In consonance, also, with the majesty of 
the Judge before whom that issue is decided. Thus 
we have assurance that when the day is come there 
will be a trumpet voice which will summon all who 
are in the graves, and all who are alive at the time, 
to appear before the Judge. A great white throne 
will be set in heaven, on which the Judge will sit, 
and on which every eye shall then behold Him. 
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The earth will be burnt up ; an angel will lift up his 
hand, and swear by Him that liveth for ever, that 
time, and all the attributes of time, concealments, 
delay, and putting off the thoughts of a future life, 
shall be no more. These, and other descriptions 
may be collected from various parts of Holy Writ 
But there is a passage in the 25th chapter of St. 
Matthew, which contains an account, more particular 
and minute, of the future scene of judgment than 
any other part of Scripture. Our Lord expressly 
refers to it as containing His own account of His 
own future appearance. 

Pear with what majestic and simple grandeur 
the Galilean peasant announces his future appearance. 
With what calm dignity and consciousness of power 
are the events and accompaniments of the Lord's 
second coming recorded ! " When the Son of man 
shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with 
him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory." 
I am quite aware it is a common opinion, and often 
maintained by divines of a certain school, which has 
gathered strength amongst us of late, that all des- 
criptions of a day of future judgment are merely 
figures of speech, and accommodations to human 
imperfection ; that, in fact, there is no last day — no 
dread solemnity — no gathering together; but that at 
death every one takes his place for eternity, and 



Second Coming of the Son of Man. 9 1 

passes into that state or condition for which he is 
destined, without any such literal manifestation of a 
judicial scene as that so minutely described in the 
25th chapter of St Matthew, and so distinctly re- 
ferred to in other parts of Holy Writ. I can only 
take the declarations of God's Word as I find them, 
and surely no language can be plainer than the lan- 
guage of such passages as these : — " He hath ap- 
pointed a day in the which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained." 
*We shall all stand before the judgment-seat of 
Christ." " Every one of us shall gjve an account of 
himself to God." " Behold the Lord cometh with 
ten thousand of his saints;" "Behold the Judge 
standeth before the door." 

Let us, therefore, earnestly lay to heart all the 
attendant circumstances of judgment as described by 
our Lord himself. Observe how these circum- 
stances naturally divide themselves into three por- 
tions — 1 st, The separation of the multitude into two 
divisions, "He shall set the sheep on his right hand, 
and the goats on the left." 2d, The sentence ad- 
dressed to each, "Come ye blessed — depart ye 
cursed." 3d, The result to each, " These shall go 
away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous 
into life eteraal." 
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I. The separation which takes place at the last 
day is just that separation which takes place now in 
the church below. It will be known of all men at 
the judgment. It can be discerned here only by the eye 
and mind of Omniscience. But there can be no doubt 
there is always a distinction between the good and 
the bad — between the religious and the worldly — 
between those who give their chief affections to the 
world or those who give them to God — between 
those who seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and those who reckon the interests of 
time and the possessions of this world to be the first 
and chief object of their regard. Men may be 
deceived by appearances, but God knoweth the 
heart. This division between mankind is real, and 
is manifest to God now, just as it will be at the last 
day. It is in vain that we deceive ourselves. To 
one side or other of the line belongs our place now* 
Were we summoned away in our present condition 
from the world, and were the call made to us, 
" This night shall thy soul be required of thee," 
where would be our place assigned — the right hand 
or the left hand of the throne ? These are the only 
two ; none other are referred to in the most distant 
terms. We must either be placed on the one side or 
the other. Now, the principles and the modes of 
acting in this matter of the division are laid down in 
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this chapter, and are contained in the two parables 
which precede the account of the judgment day. 
The one is the parable of the ten virgins, of whom 
five were received and five refused •, the other the 
parable of talents intrusted to the servants, and an 
account demanded of the same. There the prin- 
ciple and rule of division between the sheep and 
the goats is clearly explained. Of the ten virgins 
five were wise, five were foolish ; five were rejected 
and five accepted ; and accepted because they had oil 
in their lamps, or in other words, were prepared to 
receive the bridegroom. They were watchful and 
faithful ; they were wise and loving ; they were 
prepared to enter in when the bridegroom came. 
They represent the case of Christian believers justi- 
fied by Faith which worketh by love. But five 
were foolish; they were unprepared with oil in 
their vessels -, the bridegroom came ; they were not 
ready to enter in ; the door was shut ; the master 
refused them ; they were excluded. So likewise 
with the servants to whom the Lord had given 
the talents. Those who had used their talents 
and employed them well and faithfully in their 
master's service were at once accepted ; they had 
acted uprightly and conscientiously for their Lord ; 
He approved them in the memorable words, " Well 
done, good and faithful servant ! thou hast been 
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faithful over thy few things." But the idle and tm 
profitable servant who had neglected his talent — win 
had done nothing for his Lord, and had improve* 
nothing for his service — was at once condemned as 
wicked and a slothful servant •, he was unprofitaW 
and was cast into outer darkness, associated onl 
with evil spirits, and submitted to a condition c 
which the suffering and the sorrow are depicted ii 
the terrible words, " weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
The spiritual condition of the multitude, therefor* 
has been determined on these terms, and it is powei 
fully described and graphically portrayed under th 
two parables. The circumstances mentioned after 
wards of having fed or not fed the hungry — c 
having given or withheld assistance from the poore 
brethren, describe the terms on which the separatio 
is made. There are acts and principles previous t< 
those deeds of mercy which must be taken into ac 
count. The great division has taken place-, tha 
division of the multitude we are to examine on it 
own grounds. Being thus divided, the Son c 
man — the King upon the Throne — addresses eacl 
side, and He reminds the one of deeds which the 
on the right have done, and the other of deed 
which they on the left have not done ; am 
He tells of deeds done, not, mark you, merel; 
to fellow-creatures, but to himself. It all shew 
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that for serving Him or for not serving Him the 
sheep are here, the goats are there. And now that 
the Son of man hath separated His people, one 
on the right hand the other on the left, what are 
the words He speaks, first to one, then to the 
other ? 

II. Amidst the awful silence of that expectant 
and unnumbered multitude, those words are heard 
which pierce the hearts of all who are present — 
words how soothing and how lovely to those on 
His right hand! Oh, what a reward for years of 
trial and of toil, of self-denial and of bearing a cross ! 
Having, whilst on earth, loved the Saviour unseen 
—having waited for His coming — having looked for 
and hastened to His appearing — having so often and 
often read His gracious invitation, " Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest," as to think they have rfeally often heard 
their utterance — having read in the word of God, 
again and again, that He was gone to prepare a place 
in his Father's house for His own true servants, and 
that He would come again and bring them to the 
Father's presence, and lead them to the fountains of 
living waters, where they should want no more, and 
no more have sorrow, and no more shed tears, and no 
more die or have pain. To hear all this confirmed, and 
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more than confirmed, from His own lips, and to hear 
Him say, in accents of love and holy peace, "Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world." And 
why ? Why are they blessed of the Father ? Why 
are they to inherit the kingdom ? Because they have 
loved Christ and ministered to Christ. Because He 
was to them their first consideration — their all in all. 
" For J was an hungered, and ye gave me meat : 1 
was thirsty, and ye gave me drink : 1 was a stranger, 
and ye took me in : naked, and ye clothed me : I 
was sick, and ye visited me : I was in prison, and ye 
came unto me." Then the righteous, though con- 
scious of having done many acts of kindness, and of 
having ministered to their fellow-creatures often in 
their distress, cannot at once take to themselves the 
honour of having directly ministered to the wants of 
the Lord Jesus in His own person, and therefore 
answer in deep humility, " Lord, when saw we thee 
an hungered, and fed thee ? or thirsty, and gave thee 
drink ? When saw we thee a stranger, and took 
thee in ? or naked, and clothed thee ? Or when saw 
we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?" 
The King in His answer shews at once the principle 
of acceptance for the righteous. He shews that it is 
not the mere doing acts of kindness to fellow-crea- 
tures in distress, taken solely as acts in themselves, 
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however excellent and generous, but it is the doing 
them as to Christ — doing them for his sake — doing 
them as marks and indications of love to Him. Hear 
His answer, and let it sink deep into every heart ; 
" Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye did it unto me" We cannot shrink 
from declaring the terms of another address made on 
that day to another section of the assembled multi- 
tude. The King turns to those on the left of the 
throne, and, with altered voice and other words, ad- 
dresses them too on the subject of the past deeds of 
a mortal life— the gracious invitation given to the 
right of the throne — " Come, ye blessed of my 
Father," is changed to the terrible reproach, 
"Depart from me, ye cursed ;" and why is such 
a fearful sentence passed on those? Why are 
they rejected when others were accepted? The 
same mode of reasoning applies to both. These 
have not done what the others had done. " I 
was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat •, I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me no drink : I was a stranger, 
and ye took me not in : naked, and ye clothed 
me not : sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not." 
These on the left of the throne, conscious of having 
done to others acts of kindness, now venture to ask 
when it was that they had seen him hungry, thirsty, 
a stranger, naked, sick, and in prison, without their 
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ministering to Him. His answer conveys the same 
great truth, and is founded on the same eternal prin- 
ciple as was His answer to the righteous, " Inasmuch 
as ye did it not unto one of the least of these my 
brethren" (/>., as to my brother), and as for love to 
Me and as My follower and disciple, " ye did it not 
unto me." What we learn, then, from the two sen- 
tences cannot, I think, be mistaken or explained away. 
We stand upon the right hand or upon the left hand 
of the throne, according as we have been or have not 
been true and faithful followers of the Lord Jesus. 
Deeds of mercy, acts of benevolence and kindness to 
our distressed fellow-creatures, must be part of our 
preparation, not as means or services which are meri- 
torious, and which shall win the honoured place, but 
as proofs of our faith and of our love to Him who 
commanded these good deeds, as the only service 
we could perform to Him through the poor and 
the distressed, whom He condescends to call His 
brethren, and whose good deeds done to them for 
His sake He graciously acknowledges as deeds 
done to himself. Have we ever considered the 
force of this appeal ? Have we remembered, when 
called upon to assist the poor and suffering mem- 
bers of Christ's body — when asked by the charitable 
and benevolent to minister at times of trial when the 
season was inclement, and the cry of distress came 
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from the Brethren, when sickness pressed them, and 
want of resources and of supply for their families 
came loud and piercing from the sufferers themselves ? 
Have we, when refusing to listen and to aid, or when 
aiding far below the means which God has put 
into our hands, seriously applied words we fear too 
applicable to our case, " Inasmuch as ye did it not 
to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me ? " 
At the most solemn hour of man's destiny described 
in the Bible — the hour of his being judged — an 
account is in preparation how we have given food 
to the hungry, drink to the thirsty, a home to the 
houseless, clothes to the naked, comfort to the sick 
and afflicted. If the chapter of St. Matthew 
teaches anything, it teaches this awful lesson — no 
man shall hear the blessed sentence, " Come," 
but he who has given kindly, freely, to relieve the 
suffering — no one who has hardened himself against 
the distresses of his fellow-creatures can escape the 
condemning sentence " Depart." It will be a fear- 
ful test for those who have too often heard the cry 
of distress and of want, but who have " passed by 
on the other side." 

III. The sentences are gone forth. The righteous 
have been approved — the bad condemned. Our 
last consideration, then, was the condition which is 
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to succeed the sentence, described in few but pregnant 
terms — " These shall go away into everlasting 
punishment, but the righteous into life eternal." 
Brethren, it is the custom of our time, the fashion of 
the day, to put doubts and refinements upon all Scrip- 
tural terms ; to explain away what is awful, to question 
what is painful to human nature. But explain as we 
may, doubt or question as we may, or resolve into 
figure and metaphor as we may, these are tremen- 
dous words — these are awful representations of what 
is to come. I wave now all discussions on the force 
and meaning of particular words — I do not pause to 
inquire the precise force of the terms, burning 
fire that is never quenched, gnawing worms that never 
die. I make no discussion on the phraseology which 
tells of everlasting duration, as indicating a future 
condition of eternity. I need no language to ex- 
press more fully or more forcibly all that I can com- 
prehend of what is dreadful as to the condition of 
those on the left of the throne than the simple word 
"Depart." Separation from God expresses all 
that is dark and cheerless, all that is hopeless and 
joyless, just as being with God expresses all that is 
happy, and bright, and cheering — that is included in 
the thrilling invitation " Come." He who said from 
the throne, « Come ye blessed of my Father," will 
surely bring them to His Father's presence and pre- 
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sent them before His Father's throne. He who pro- 
nounced their approval will take them to God as His 
own people. Yes ! In realms of bliss, far removed 
^nd for ever removed from temptation and from sor- 
row, from death and sin, Jesus will take them with 
Him to the mansions of glory. He rises from the 
judgment throne — His saints follow in His train — 
"Lift up your heads, oh ye gates, and be ye lift 
up ye everlasting doors, and the King of glory (at- 
tended by His saints) shall come in." 

Again, the Son of man speaks for His people, and 
again the righteous hear his voice — Father, these 
are the sheep that thou hast given me; these I have 
ransomed at the price of my own blood ; they heard 
my voice ; they followed in my steps •, they have been 
found faithful to me in their time of trial. The Holy 
Spirit of God sanctified those whom I had justified 
and redeemed. They were mine in the day that 
I made up my jewels. " All thine are mine, and all 
mine are thine. ,, I was glorified in them on earth. 
Father, they are fitted for the occupation and the 
joys of heaven, receive them into thy presence. 
Cherubim and Seraphim, take them into your burning 
ranks — let them join your blessed society, and like 
yourselves be employed in adoration and in praise — 
receive them as your brethren, for they are mine. 
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No. V. 

On Nearness to God. 



Dear Christian Friends — This pastoral is 
tended to embrace a very important and prac- 
:al subject connected with the Christian life. 

will be devoted to a consideration of what I 
ive called the " nearness of God ; " and should 
•ess upon your hearts and minds the great and 
dernn truth of your being ever in the presence 
: that infinite eternal Being who sees all our actions 
id knows all our thoughts. Who is " about 
lr path and about our bed," and " spieth out 
I our ways." Observe, then, this question is not 
>ncerned with proofs for the existence of God, but 
r his constant agency and superintendence. There 

a great difference between a mere recognition of 

God — a bare acknowledgment of his being the 
taker and Governor of the world, and that sense 

his presence and superintendence so beautifully 
scribed in many passages of holy writ. 
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There is a long interval, and many degrees and 
gradations of feeling, between men acknowledging 
the existence of God, and their acting upon those 
tender and solemn relations which we bear to the 
great Maker and Preserver of the world, and of 
all that it contains. In fact, the great fault in man — 
the great defect in the creature — is, that he does not 
sufficiently realize the actual agency of the gre# 
Creator in the world, or practically consider how 
constantly and how closely God is connected with 
all the ways of man — how closely he observes every- 
thing done, said, or thought, by every individual. 
Men do not, in short, bear in mind that the great 
Being who first called them into existence, and 
who has ever since preserved their lives and- facul- 
ties, is at all times " a God at hand, and not a God 
afar off," Jer. xxiii. 23. Wonderful and over- 
powering thought ! — and yet it follows as a neces- 
sary consequence, and follows directly from the 
attributes of his nature. Omniscient, he must know 
all things; omnipotent, he must have all power; 
omnipresent, he must exercise supervision over the 
beings whom he has created. He is, in fact, equally 
present with his creatures on earth as he is with 
the angels and seraphs who encircle his throne in 
heaven, and who see his glory as it were face to 
face. They could not for a moment, if they were 
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desirous of so doing, separate their thoughts and 
feelings from his presence, or withdraw their minds 
from the influence of that presence. But unfor- 
tunately we are surrounded with other objects of 
attraction which daily draw away our hearts and 
thoughts from God. The influence of earthly 
passions on the heart too often makes men live 
not as unbelievers or as professing atheists, but 
too often for all practical purposes as if "with- 
out God in the world.' * Now you will find that it 
is the object of many appeals and many calls of Holy 
Scripture to correct this evil, — to awaken our hearts 
to a more lively and more solemn sense of the divine 
presence in order that we may see the footsteps of 
the Eternal in every object around us, that we may 
hear his voice in every sound, and recognise his hand 
in every dispensation, whether of providence or of 
grace. We are too apt to forget how really close we 
are upon the divine presence. We may in truth say that 
there is but a thin veil between our mortal condition 
in life and the dread realities of heaven itself. That 
veil might be withdrawn any moment, and any mo- 
ment there might burst upon our senses all the sights 
and sounds of that immortal condition, and men 
might themselves behold 

" The living throne, the sapphire blaze, 
Where angels tremble as they gaze." 
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But I can perhaps better explain what I Conceive 
should be our state of mind in regard to the divine 
presence and the divine superintendence, by consider- 
ing its bearings in more practical detail, and as it 
should be associated with the various concerns and 
vicissitudes of this mortal life. We may consider, 
therefore, how we should be affected by this close 
union of God with us, and by this knowledge of God 
being so near us, — 

1. In the active business of life. 

2. In its enjoyments and exdtements. 

3. In its sorrows, its privations, and its trials. 

I. We should realize the presence of God in 
the active business and occupations of life. Men are 
too apt to consider the divine presence as something 
exclusively connected with sacred places, sacred ser- 
vices, and holy seasons — with the house of prayer 
and the ordinances of the church. But beyond all 
doubt we are called upon to walk with God and 
recognise his presence whilst we are performing 
the ordinary duties of common life as when we 
are worshipping in the house of God. And the 
reason will be obvious on a moment's consideration. 
The great God and father of the human family 
marks the conduct of his children in the one position 
just the same as he does in the other. In the 
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world, and through its active duties we serve God 
and perform a duty to him as when in the secret 
chamber or the sanctuary, we offer him a tribute of 
adoration in prayer and praise. We are, in scriptural 
language, to " work out " our salvation as well as to 
pray for our salvation, and, as in the active duties of 
life are to be found the trials of our faith and the 
proofs of our fidelity to God — as the course we pur- 
sue in this world is to furnish the test or probation 
of our fitness for a world to come, so everything we do 
on earth should be done as if done before the eyes of 
an all-seeing God. Nothing should be taken in hand 
or pursued as an object of our desire except under a 
fall impression that it passes the ordeal of his scrutiny. 
No step should be made, no exertion put forth on 
which we cannot implore the divine approval, and 
in which we cannot look upwards and say, " Lord, 
thou seest «/." We act in life generally too much 
from motives of mere worldly feeling, too much as 
if God were removed entirely from the common in- 
cidents of man's earthly course, and as if in their 
pursuit we were not called upon to consider the eye 
and observance of God at all. Many who act thus 
are by no means insensible to the observation of the 
world — they are quite aware that a human eye is upon 
them, and they are even sensitive on the subject of 
men's observation of their conduct. But oh! how 
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much more searching, how much more awful, is the 
observation of our conduct by the God whose Spirit 
pierceth the most inmost thought, and notices the 
most trifling word or act. Men have no proper and 
effectual restraint upon their conduct till they have ac- 
quired a habit of considering every action, every word, 
and every thought as it appears in the eyes of that 
Great Being to whom all hearts are open, and from 
whom no secrets are hid, — till they believe and feel 
that God actually beholds what they do, hears what 
they say, and knows what they think ! The thought 
is almost overwhelming, and yet we may fully and 
unreservedly realize this position. For example, we 
may assume this case : suppose an individual of the 
human race to be selected for a trial and probationary 
condition ere he be fitted for admission to the pre- 
sence of God in heaven. He is so placed in the 
sight of the higher orders of intelligence of the 
universe, that the eyes of all are directed towards 
him, and are so concentrated on him, that, in re- 
gard to this notice, virtually it is the same as if 
there were no other human being but himself in 
the world. He is observed of God the Father, of 
God the Son, and of God the Holy Ghost — Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sanctifier look upon him and observe 
his conduct, and estimate every motive under which 
he acts, and thinks, and speaks. Angels, too, we 



On Nearness to God. 1 09 

may suppose to behold that man in his probationary 
and prominent position — to be concerned in what will 
be the issue of his trial, and to watch his progress 
with a benignant solicitude. When he deviates from 
the path of God's commandment, and fails in keep- 
ing the appointed path of duty, they are sorrowful, so 
far as angels can know sorrow, and undoubtedly 
they * " rejoice " when he returns in penitence to 
the path of duty which he had forsaken. After this 
statement, should any one doubt or demand of us 
who was ever placed in such a position ? What in- 
dividual of our race could ever be so prominently 
placed — whose conduct and whose thoughts could 
thus concentrate on himself so keen a scrutiny as 
this ? We answer, in the words of Nathan, to such 
an enquirer, " Thou art the man." Before God 
and the holy angels so thou now standest, so art thou 
observed, and so shalt thou be seen till thou appear- 
est at the judgment-seat of Christ 

II. Again, there are seasons of rejoicing, that is, 
occasions of relaxation or of social hilarity, wherein 
there is a tendency to separate ourselves from the 
divine presence. We seem under the impression that 
we need not consider whether we are seen of God at 
such times or not — perhaps inclined to believe that 
the divine countenance itself is for a time withdrawn. 
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It is a great mistake — it is a fatal delusion : the eye of 
God should be felt as upon us at all times, and under 
all circumstances — in moments of utmost vacancy of 
thought as in those of the most important occupations. 
The festal scene no less than the religious service is 
before Him, because by one the disposition is known 
as well as by the other. He marks the most care- 
less and unguarded hours just as He does the time of 
active enterprize and strenuous thought, because the 
heart is made manifest equally by both. Accordingly, 
we find in the Holy Scriptures the most distinct and 
consistent directions — the most seasonable cautions 
for the hour of relaxation, as well as for the time 
of business. Thus, God's children are told that, 
whilst it is fully permitted them to rejoice evermore — 
to be merry and joyful — still they are to rejoice with 
trembling. Yes ! we must rejoice with trembling. 
Trembling, because on all occasions of unrestrained 
and unguarded indulgence there is at least a danger 
lest we forget God. So that in whatever we do, 
whether we eat or drink, let us endeavour to do all 
to the glory of his name. Now this can only pro- 
perly be effected by a constant recollection of a divine 
presence and divine supervision. By this we check 
all that is unbecoming in our mirth, by this we con^ 
trol all undue liberty, by this moderate every ten- 
dency towards excess of mere indulgence of the 
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senses — and it is a wholesome correction, a most 
fitting restraint. We may trace the effects of a like 
feeling even in the respect shewn to the virtuous 
earthly spectator of the festive scenes of this life. 
None but the most immoral and hardened in sin 
could be indifferent to the presence of a man of high 
and distinguished piety, or cast off all shame and re- 
straint whilst in the observation of one venerable for 
age and station, but more venerable on account of 
the virtues by which his grey hairs were graced, 
and by which his rank was adorned. Such a pre- 
sence would check and restrain the license of the 
wicked, and even awe the scoffer into silence-, and so 
we can imagine it would be with the presence of the 
divine Redeemer when on earth, and mingling 
amongst mankind. In mortal form he mixed with 
the society of men, nor did he shun their convivial 
assemblies. For these he accepted invitations, nay, 
having joined a wedding festival where the provision 
of wine had been inadequate, he supplied the want 
by an exercise of miraculous power, and shewed 
forth his character by ministering to the enjoyment 
of the festive hour. But who could imagine in that 
sacred presence any unhallowed indulgence of rude 
excess or unseemly riot ! How severely would it 
have been rebuked by that tongue which spake as 
never man spake; how must it have quailed under 
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the eye of purity and the glance of the holy Jesus. 
But Jesus lives. He is the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever. His eye is still upon us, in the house 
and in the field, in the market and the secret cham- 
ber, in the hour of business, in the time of relaxa- 
tion or mirth. That glance of mild expostulation that 
looked on Peter, now looks down from heaven to 
mark how his creatures are discharging their duties, 
moderating their enjoyments, and fulfilling their 
obligations. He " searcheth the heart and trieth the 
reins." So far, then, from shunning the dime 
scrutiny, or seeking to escape from the divine eye, 
we should desire to realize that searching glance, 
and offer the prayer with which the psalmist desired 
to check the evils of a worldly heart — " Try me, 
O God, and seek the ground of my heart 5 prove 
me, and examine my thoughts. Look well if there 
be any way of wickedness in me, and lead me in 
the way everlasting." 

III. There is another period of our life when 
the expostulation of the text may be fitly applicable 
to the believer's experience — I mean the times of 
our sorrow and distress. When the trials and 
afflictions which all must experience are closing 
round us, to whom should we look for comfort 
and support? To God, every one i? ready to 
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answer ; — to God, as our heavenly Father, so full 
of mercy, tenderness, and compassion as he is. But 
then it will be as readily admitted that it is only by 
a close and spiritual union with the divine nature 
that such consolation and support are to be received. 
When the day of sorrow and of suffering has come 
upon us, are we to suppose that we are deserted, 
solitary, and without divine sympathy and support, 
or when God has sent his trials is he not still near 
us ? One thing is quite clear, if he is to be at all a 
God of comfort and consolation, he must be a God 
at hand, u and not a God afar off." The prodigal 
son in the parable found the paternal welcome and 
encouragement not in the distant land, but after he 
had turned his steps towards the paternal home, and 
whilst he was a great way off the Father met him 
with the ready kiss and the fond embrace. At no 
time, then, should we more cordially rejoice in the 
declaration that God is always present and always 
noticing us, than when distracted by anxiety and 
bowed down with woe. We feel the need of some 
friendly arm on which we may repose. The whole 
mystery of the incarnation then practically becomes 
our resource. We see the divine Being quite near us. 
God is no longer a mere speculation — an abstract doc- 
trine. In Jesus we see God ; we see God manifest 
in the flesh; we hear his words of grace and mercy; 
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we hear him say to this mourner, " Weep not$" we 
hear him comfort that sinner by the consoling words, 
" Go in peace, thy sins be forgiven thee." It is a 
great power and a great privilege of which we de- 
prive ourselves when, in moments of distress and 
when feeling the weight of sin, we lose sight of the 
individual character and personal agency of Jesus 
as our Redeemer and Friend. It is the glory and the 
wisdom of the gospel scheme of salvation, that it 
brings down the Godhead to earth in the person 
and the ministrations of Jesus — brings them to our 
hearts and to our homes. In him God sojourned 
amongst men, sharing human griefs and carrying 
human sorrows. Scripture declares that thus he 
became touched with a feeling of our infirmities. He 
came in contact with human sorrow, and knew it 
by experience; not that he required to be taught — 
omniscience needs no instruction. But it assures 
us; and we look up to Jesus now in heaven and at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high, as one who 
once was the comforter of the mourner, the friend 
of the friendless. I am sure I speak the experience 
of many, when I remind them of the consolation 
they have derived in their moments of crushing 
sorrow, from the presence and soothing words of a 
kind and sympathising earthly friend — a friend whose 
wisdom gave efficacy to his advice, whose piety raised 
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their thoughts to God. O do not at such times 
forget thine own divine Friend and thy " father's 
friend" (Prov. xxvii. 10.) From heaven he Still calls 
the weary and the heavy laden as he called them at the 
time of his mortal sojourn here on earth. He who 
comforted the mourning family at Bethany eighteen 
hundred years ago, is still the same, " the truth and 
the life," equally ready to comfort the sorrows of 
all who come to him now in faith and penitence. 
If any of us are still strangers to him and to his 
consolation, it is because either we will not come to 
him, or because, like the apostle in his hour of 
weakness, we have only been if following him afar 
oft" 

Dear Christian Friends — I have now laid before 
you the solemn truth of God's presence and 
nearness with us, as our greatest comfort, our 
clearest direction, our assured safety in the various 
positions of life, in its duties, its enjoyments, and its 
sorrows. But we cannot close without reminding 
you of the danger and the guilt of our keeping^ar 
eft from God. We fear this close union with God, 
although the perfection of man's nature, and the 
highest, purest source of his peace and happiness, is 
not what men really always desire. They would 
rather at times get away from the idea of God always 
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being near them, and seek for an escape, and be where 
neither the voice of Christ, or the strivings of God's 
Spirit, or the warnings of Scripture, are ever heard 
to disturb their peace, or interfere with their follow- 
ing the dictates of their own wilL The younger 
son, in the parable, when he was to spend his sub- 
stance in riotous living, went into a "far country! 1 
He went away, as he foolishly imagined, from 
his father's presence. But if men seek to escape 
from the divine recognition on earth, how can 
they be desirous of seeing God hereafter; if men 
cannot for a few short years on earth live with 
God, as if "his eyes were in every place be- 
holding the evil and the good," how can they 
be desirous of that state in heaven, or fit for 
that condition where God is all in all, and where 
for ever the saints behold the face of God, and are 
for ever in the immediate presence of the sacred 
three-in-one Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ? It is an 
awful question to ask — for if men are not desirous of 
retaining consciousness of the divine presence in the 
day of their earthly probation, how can they seek 
for a fitness to be for ever with God ? If men 
overlook the divine presence in the active business 
of life, does it not shew they are desirous of doing 
something he will disapprove? If they overlook his 
presence in their relaxation, is it not because they dare 
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not confront everything they do with the purities of the 
divine nature? and if they put away considerations of 
God's presence in their hour of sorrow, may it not 
too readily be concluded, either that they have not 
known him, or that they have other and less sancti- 
fied means of consolation on which they depend? 
What an appropriate, what a significant description, 
then, of the divine presence, and the influence of that 
presence on the heart and conduct, is contained in 
that scriptural expression applied to an early saint — 
u Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God 
took him !" Enoch walked with God ! His whole 
life, his ordinary acts and thoughts, realized God's 
presence. O that all thus walked with God! We 
believe no prayer could come more suitably from the 
heart of every Christian minister for his flock than 
that there might be fulfilled for them the joy ex- 
pressed by the beloved disciple for the elect lady 
and her children — viz., that they be found " walking 
in. truth, as we have received a commandment from 
the Father; 1 ' — walking as if God were present; 
walking with God as Adam before the fall walked 
in Paradise, and when he held communion with 
angels. No doubt there have occurred to readers 
of this pastoral, the familiar but always impressive 
petition of a too sensitive and wounded spirit longing 
for that close union with God which we have at- 
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tempted to describe. Let me conclude then in the 
touching words with which Cowper prayed for a 
real conformity with the divine will, and in which 
he expressed the earnest desire of a broken heart to 
realise the presence and consolation of his Father and 
Redeemer — 

" Oh for a closer walk with God; 
A calm and heavenly frame; 
A light to shine upon the road 
That leads me to the Lamb ! " 
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The Christians Rest here and 
hereafter. 



My Dear Christian Friends — I feel assured 
that the subject at least of this pastoral must have a 
true interest in the hearts of those to Whom it is 
addressed. In our present condition, exposed as 
we are to such frequent disquietude and turmoil, 
whilst passing over the ways of this troublesome 
world in our voyage to another and a distant shore, 
no idea suggested to the thoughts, either by the 
dictates of nature or the revelations of God's word, 
conveys to the mind so entire an idea of heaven and 
its future happiness as the term "rest." In the 
anxieties and distresses of our earthly pilgrimage, 
how often do we long for such repose ? In the 
disputations, the strife, the anger, and jealousies we 
meet with, how often would we welcome the 
thoughts of receiving the peace promised by the 
K 
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Saviour's own declaration ; and oh ! how sweet and 
soothing to the spirit of the wayworn pilgrim and 
traveller, when chafed and irritated by the unreason- 
able opposition, the ungenerous and unkind treat- 
ment he meets with in the world, to think of a 
condition long ago contemplated and referred to by 
the patriarch in the midst of his great distresses and 
severe afflictions — a condition in which the "wicked 
should cease from troubling, and where the weary 
should be at rest." 

What degree of rest and peace, then, may we 
expect under the economy of the Gospel ? Surely 
this. A blessing is reserved in heaven, of which a 
future enjoyment is promised, and on which we are, 
in some measure, to enter now, and for which a 
preparation and a fitness must be commenced on 
earth. That is the Scripture promise of Rest—- 
a rest, the entire enjoyment of which can only 
be experienced hereafter ; — the entrance upon which 
must be begun on earth, but the knowledge of 
which can only be imperfectly and partially realised 
whilst man is in his present condition of imperfec- 
tion and of trial. We direct your minds, there- 
fore, to a rest, the full development and comple- 
tion of which remaineth for the people of God 
in another and a future life, although the entrance 
upon it, and the perception of it, are begun in 
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this life. And in considering this question, we can- 
not help again referring to the inestimable value, 
the surpassing importance of the promised gift. It 
is not wealth, and power, and honours that are 
here placed before the people of God. No! A 
rest remaineth for them — a treasure which, indeed, 
all are anxious for possessing. Nay, for which 
very often is the affecting prayer of the Psalmist 
breathed forth from the depth of many a worn and 
troubled spirit. " Oh that I had wings like a dove, 
for then would I flee away and be at rest !" When 
the mind has been perplexed with the differences of 
opinion that prevail around its path — has hesitated 
where to choose, and where to give its trust and 
confidence, disturbed, it may be by sceptical doubts. 
When wearied with the strife of violent and bitter feuds 
about religious questions, it longs for rest. The 
harassed child of the world, who has been toiling 
and labouring the greater part of his life, disquieted 
by the injustice and selfishness of mankind, desires, 
in the close of life, and as its powers are less equal 
to the contest, a rest before he is called away. Nay, 
even the man of deep and earnest religious feelings, 
the man of piety and love who has fought the good 
fight, and striven to make his conscience void of 
offence towards God and men — he, too, when suffer- 
ing from disappointment and blighted hopes — when 
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attaining no assurance of confidence in the success of 
his own endeavours to do good — when wearied with 
the insincerity and untruthfulness of mankind, sepa- 
rated from those he loves, and where a prolonged 
life is often left solitary, helpless, and unequal to 
sustain the contest with the world and the powers 
of evil — he, too, sighs for rest, and delights to think 
of a time when the toil of his warfare will be past, 
and he shall hear no more of the wicked troubling, 
or the powers of evil disturbing the peace of human 
existence. In this desire for repose and rest then, 
as the termination of labour, and anxiety, and care, 
all men are agreed. The object, in some form or 
other, is dear to all. The most ambitious states- 
man, the most zealous speculator in money and in 
merchandise, the devoted child of the world, and 
the most assiduous follower of its pleasures and ex- 
citements, all join with the man of piety in looking for- 
ward, some time or other, to a day of repose and calm 
retirement from excitement and harassing cares, which 
they now so often feel to be irksome and galling. 

But then, with a vast number of professing 
Christian believers, this desire for rest has not its 
proper object. They do not think of a rest which 
remainethy but they rather seem perfectly satisfied to 
have a sort of rest where they are ! They are en- 
grossed with the schemes and arrangements of to- 
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day. To-morrow, again, has its plans of business, 
amusement, or ambition, and they do not look be- 
yond that to-morrow j they would forget that they 
are descending with each passing day into the vale 
of years, and that they are in fact gradually losing 
their hold on all sublunary objects, and hence 
many and many in their journey of life are like 
travellers through the wilderness, who pitch their 
tent in some favourite spot, and take up their abode 
as if they were settling in their abiding home. It 
is difficult to deal with minds which thus compla- 
cently occupy their present position. We must 
say to them — Arise ye and depart, for this is not 
your rest. I find a difficulty in applying this advice 
to many, because they had rather that they were let 
alone; their present prospect is bounded by a cer- 
tain horizon, and they have no wish to penetrate 
into the awful and mysterious realms which lie be- 
yond it; their desires and occupations are so limited 
by a definite line, that any attempt to carry their 
thoughts to the spiritual objects which are beyond 
it, or to direct their attention to a new and un- 
worldly class of ideas, however important, seems 
to be a positive and impertinent intrusion, an invita- 
tion which is to be met either by the plea of previous 
occupation of mind — " I pray thee have me excused," 
or by the evasion of promising .attentioh to them at 
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some future period — " Go thy way for this time, at 
a convenient season I will send for thee." Such may 
be the state of mind of some at the time this pastoral 
falls into their hands. Let me therefore endeavour 
to meet a state of mind thus affected with regard to 
spiritual concerns — a state which I believe to be the 
common malady of human nature, and in which there 
are two ideas necessarily to be enforced — two results 
to be effected, which the grace of God alone can 
practically impress upon your hearts. The first is, 
a consciousness that your present condition is not a 
final one, and that it cannot be the home of re- 
deemed and immortal creatures. The second is, that 
you were created for something higher, that things 
greater, happier, and more glorious lie beyond the 
present sphere. When, therefore, we are to enforce 
the great lesson that Christian believers should labour 
to enter the true rest, the rest that remaineth, it is an 
essential element of such teaching that we shew you 
what is the state of the case. Shew you, I mean, the 
fallacy of expecting from the world what the world 
cannot give. That as the full rest promised by God 
in Holy Scripture is not here, and cannot be here, you 
must look for it elsewhere. Now, it would be very 
easy to shew — 

I. Why, from the nature of things, the present 
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existence cannot be a perfect state of rest to the 
Christian. And of these we may mention as the 
first— it is temporary. Whatever be the gifts of 
fortune, whatever the acquirements of intellect, or 
the advantages which men have had in life either as 
regards success, wealth, or reputation, one quality 
attaches to them all — they endure but for a time; the 
end of all things is at hand ; they are but the embel- 
lishments of a scene which must shortly close; 
vanity is subscribed on every earthly pursuit, on all 
mortal labours. The materials, and the objects that 
surround us, are alike fast hastening to decay, and 
this incurable taint of mortality ought daily to remind 
us that this is not and cannot be our final rest. When 
the season of youth has once been passed, when 
middle age has been expended in the occupation of 
active business, and when' life is on the decline, the 
decays of age, its weakness and infirmities follow 
hard on, to remind us that here is no place for 
permanent continuance, although men are always 
hoping for some more repose than they have at pre- 
sent. The paths of life, whether pursued for honour, 
for pleasure, or for wealth ; whether prosperous or 
adverse ; whether lowly or distinguished, all lead 
but to the grave. Without a future and enduring 
condition of existence, the present life would be a 
puzzle, an unintelligible dream — a commencement 
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without a termination. Tes ! this circumstance alone 
of the shortness of life, and the perception which we 
have of its gradually closing upon our occupations 
and pursuits, should point out to every thoughtful 
mind the utter folly of considering the present con- 
dition as a place of any permanent abode. After a 
certain period of life every man must feel that he is 
losing his hold upon the scenes which are around 
him, that "life's autumn past," and " standing on the 
verge of winter, we daily lose what we desire to 
keep." * And that, in this manner, the whole economy 
of existence indicates that there is a warfare to be 
accomplished, a race to be run, a course to be finished, 
and then — cometh the end. 

II. But again, it is pointed out to us, that this is 
not a place of rest, for it is a place of sorrow; 
" man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upwards." 
There is, in human life, after all, a sad predominance 
of misery. How many are the minds which are 
harassed by cares which no prudence could have 
guarded against, by straitened means which no in- 
dustry can remove ! How many are suffering from 
wounds which no time can heal ! How many are there 
who, without any immediate cause of distress in their 
own persons, are, nevertheless, sorely tried through 

* Wordsworth. 
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the misconduct or sufferings of others ! Such a scene 
never can be the abiding home of creatures formed 
by a perfectly benevolent, as well as a perfectly wise 
Creator, for immortality. In the present state of 
human existence, imperfections, casualties, and deaths, 
necessarily render it a scene of suffering for all. 
It can never be a home of peace,, for it is impos- 
sible to avoid the ills of life which are destructive 
of peace. If it were all sunshine to day, it might be 
clouded with care to-morrow. Worldly happiness, 
in its best aspect, is precarious ; always liable to 
inroads from enemies to peace, and closing at length 
with apathy and indifference. When we consider, 
therefore, that man, in his present condition, cannot 
reckon upon any enduring enjoyment which belongs 
exclusively to the world, we perceive that it cannot 
be intended for his rest. 

III. But we ought to learn the same lesson also 
when we consider its sinfulness. The wickedness 
and the corruption which are now so prevalent, 
plainly indicate that man is in a state of probation; 
that he is preparing for another condition, and that 
this cannot be intended as a final one. Can we 
believe it possible that he who is of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity, intends his creatures to 
rest satisfied with having been in such a condition 
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as this ? Must it not be for the sake of some 
future object ? We are conscious of spiritual facul- 
ties which cannot be fully developed here ; of 
powers and talents committed to us which demand 
another economy, another and an abiding country. 
How often are we perplexed by questions which 
our present powers and capacities cannot solve ! 
How often do clouds of spiritual darkness intercept 
the full radiance, and chill the warm influences of the 
Sun of Righteousness ! Nay, we have only to notice 
how the present life is considered, under the Gospel 
dispensation, by what imagery it is represented to us, 
and we shall find it always spoken of as a time from 
which we are to emerge into a purer and a more 
spiritual economy. We are represented as servants 
waiting for the coming of their Lord ; life is a period 
of probation and of labour, of a contest with evil, in 
which the Christian warrior is neither to slumber 
nor to lay aside his arms •, it is a day of work, 
after which a night cometh when that work can no 
longer be carried on, or it is itself considered a dark 
hour in which a morning's dawn is at hand. When 
we reflect, therefore, on the character of God as 
perfectly pure and holy in his own nature, as so 
delighting in holiness as to abhor whatever is opposed 
to it ; and when, on the other hand, we look upon 
human life itself, marked with all its defects of hosti- 
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lity to the law of God, of injustice, fraud, oppres- 
sion, and deceit, can we, for a moment, doubt that 
the lot of man here is a temporary one, because a 
sinful nature still cleaves to him ? Natural reason 
suggests, and revelation affirms, the fact, that a time 
will come when the justice and holiness of the divine 
nature will be amply vindicated ; when all the ambi- 
guous questions of Christian morality will be adjusted. 
Righteousness will be rewarded — rebellion and 
wickedness will be punished. The hour of the 
triumph of allegiance to God is fast coming on. 
We live, as it were, in a moral and spiritual twilight, 
but already we see in the distance the summits of the 
mountains gilded by the light of a greater luminary 
which will ere long be in the ascendant. The rays 
of the Sun of Righteousness are soon to arise with 
healing in his wings, soon to scatter the shades of 
evil and of sin, and to spread upon the path of those 
who fear the name of the Lord, all light and know- 
ledge, all joy and gladness, all peace and consolation. 
I am quite aware that these are reasonings, 
the truth of which, in the abstract, no one is dis- 
posed to doubt or to deny ; but the danger against 
which I would warn you is, that practically men are 
too often satisfied to confine their views to what is pre- 
sent and before them, that even when dissatisfied with 
this mortal and perishable inheritance, they do not seek 
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for that which is incorruptible and undefiled, and 
which fadeth not away. I would now remind you of 
the incompatibility of peace with a worldly life. But 
the folly is, that when men have really discovered 
that it is unsatisfactory and inadequate, they do not 
still inquire after something assured and perfected; 
nor do they when they find all around them to be 
worthless, even then aspire to those joys which are 
precious beyond all price, which are such as eye hath 
not seen, such as ear hath not heard, and such as it 
has not even " entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive." I would, therefore, remind you of another 
and a more advanced truth of revelation ; of a truth 
which contains the development of a principle in 
human nature which is in the highest degree important 
to our practical theology ; a truth which may bear 
very powerfully on the formation of our own character 
and the direction of our own hopes, viz., that there 
is another and a higher rest which remaineth sure and 
eternal for the people of God. To this truth, and 
its full reception, all our reasonings and exhortations 
should be directed. Men are, we fear, not neces- 
sarily brought to Christ even by their own experience 
of the imperfection and unsatisfactory nature of the 
rest which belongs to their present condition. The 
world has often failed to give rest to those who have 
yet never sought the rest and repose of holiness. In 
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many a heart the loss of earthly comforts has left a 
void which has never been filled by the love of God ; 
and there is no fact in the history of the human mind 
more surely established than this, that experience of 
the world's vanity and hollowness does not necessarily 
withdraw the heart from trusting in it ; and even 
where the stern and bitter realities of life have taught 
this lesson to the human spirit, that no dependence 
can be placed in the world for anything like abiding 
happiness, still it by no means follows that it will 
aim at higher and more enduring objects. Nay, 
have we not known of minds utterly sick and weary 
of the world — minds which could, to a certain extent, 
go along with the most elevated Christian in depre- 
ciating its value as a place of happiness or of perma- 
nent abiding comfort, and who were at the same 
time set in proud defiance against the invitations of 
the Gospel, deriding the hopes and mocking the 
belief of God's people, utterly incredulous regard- 
ing the privileges and promises of Revelation. The 
conclusion, then, is obvious : when we are directing 
our people to the true peace which they must feel 
they have not gained on earth, it is not sufficient that 
we shew them they have neither rest nor permanent 
happiness here. No ; we might expatiate on this 
topic till our hearers were sickened at the heartless- 
ness and vanity of all that is around them, and yet 



1 3 2 Pastoral Letters. 

we shall have made little or no advance towards in- 
ducing them to lay hold on eternal life. Of those 
who listen to our demonstrations, some could respond 
that they knew it all -, that the world had long since 
' lost its charms for them ; that they found its joys 
departed like the shadows of the night, which the 
sun on his rising chases before him ; that they had 
experienced the deceitfulness of its promises, the 
coldness of its love, and the cruelty of its tender 
mercies. They have learned in bitter experience to say, 
" Miserable comforters are ye all." And it is even 
very possible that their experience may go beyond 
our description, and there may be griefs and sorrows 
the extent of which none know but those who bear 
them ; still all this may not have led them to seek 
peace in God — still they may not have found " the 
way of peace," or have attained any right principles 
of consolation or of rest. Others, again, might hear 
the same charges ; listen to them with attention and 
believe them all, and so long as they continue in the 
attitude of reflection and serious thought, a consider- 
able impression may continue. But the morrow 
comes, and with it come the business, the anxieties, 
the attractions of life, and the man again becomes 
absorbed and occupied. The world has resumed 
its sway \ its promises of rest and peace are all 
believed, its assurances accepted, and he is deceived — 
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again and again deceived. What, then, is to be done ? 
How are we to gain a firm footing for the truth — 
how are we to gain an impartial hearing for the 
hopes and promises of the Gospel ? How are we, 
practically and permanently, to make men really 
convinced, that from the world thefy cannot have 
what shall satisfy an immortal and aspiring nature ? 
We must present to the mind new objects of am- 
bition ; we must awaken in the heart other emo- 
tions and desires ; we must raise the soul towards 
other objects of affection. The man who has trusted 
to the world must be brought not to hate the world 
but to love Christ ; therefore we must have recourse to 
what has been happily termed the "expulsive force 
of a new affection." And thus, if the too great love of 
the world, and too ready belief in its promises, cannot, 
be expelled by manifestation of its own imperfections, 
and by actual experience of its own fallacy, it must 
be supplanted in the heart of the Christian believer 
by the love of that which shall be more prized and 
more trusted than itself. Here, then, it is that the 
Scripture promises of a sure and complete rest here- 
after come in to bear upon every hesitating believer's 
hopes, and to direct his heavenward aspirations. I 
now remind you of that true, that secure and unbroken 
rest that remaineth for the people of God. In a second 
part of this letter I will endeavour to explain the 
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true nature and character of that entire and undis- 
turbed rest that "remaineth" and offer suggestions 
towards attaining a fitness for its possession. I have, 
in this part, sought to shew you how we live 
in an imperfect and an expectant economy. I have 
sought to make it clear that in nothing is that im- 
perfection more manifest than in the obstacles that 
now lie in the way of the believer's peace, and in 
nothing should the expectancy of this state be more 
prominent than in the hope of one day possessing 
the peace which the Saviour promised as His own 
peculiar gift, His own choicest blessing. If you do 
not seek that peace in Christ, where is it to be found ? 
What is the assurance He gave the disciples ? — 
" These things I have spoken unto you, that In me" 
— in me — " ye might have peace. In the world ye 
shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world." These are his own words, 
and the experience of every sincere believer has 
brought home their force and truth to his own 
heart. There is nothing in which men are more 
easily deceived, nothing in which they more readily 
deceive themselves, than in the question of their rest 
and peace of mind. They desire peace, and seek for it ; 
but they miss the true way by which it is to be attained •, 
they mistake the right and genuine source from which 
it is derived. Here are examples of their mistakes : 
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Men are indifferent on the subject of spiritual inte- 
rests — apathetic to the obligations and calls of reli- 
gious duty. They suppose, therefore, they have 
attained true repose, and calmly look around them 
and before them ; but it is the torpor of disease, the 
calmness of death. Again, men may live without God 
in the world, and lose sight of His commands — put 
away from them His warnings and become deaf to 
the invitations of His mercy and the threatenings of 
His anger. They may thus, in the language of Scrip- 
ture, speak peace to their own hearts when there is 
in fact no peace. 

Of those who shall have taken up this pastoral 
letter, either because attracted by its title, or because 
longing for a rest and peace which they have 
not yet realised, I would beseech all to consider 
well their past course of action, and detect its 
fallacies and correct its errors, I would urge the 
importance of rightly estimating the sources from 
whence they are really attempting to derive their 
consolation. Many there are who build their house 
upon the sand — many are trusting to hopes and pro- 
mises which will fail to support them in the day of trial 
and in the hour of death. Of this we may be assured 
— he will gain most rest and support in this life who 
is most earnest in daily preparation for entering into 
the rest that " rbmaineth for the people of God." 

L 
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SECOND PART. 



Dear Friends — I have in the former portion of 
this pastoral endeavoured to call your attention to the 
soothing and divine doctrine of the Christian's Rest— 
the rest which he may expect here from the perturba- 
tions and distresses of the present state of existence — 
the rest to which he may look forward in a world be- 
yond the present. And now we naturally turn to the 
promises of Holy Scripture. We find the blessed 
Redeemer's own gracious words — " Come unto me 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden and I will 
give you rest." We find St. Paul, in his teaching 
to the Hebrew converts, commenting as it were upon 
this promise, by telling them of a rest that remaineth 
for " the people of God." Observe the force of 
the term " remaineth" The rest promised by our 
Lord under the Gospel is only partially a present 
possession. It cannot be fully realised. Its comple- 
tion is quite inconsistent with the present condition of 
mankind. I shewed you in the former part that the 
permanent enduring rest of an immortal soul cannot 
be in this world. We may enjoy much of that 
peace which they have, who love the Lord Jesus in 
sincerity and truth. We shall find, according to his 
promise, a rest for our souls, if we come to Christ 
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and take his yoke and bear his cross ; and if, learn- 
ing from him, we become meek and lowly in heart. 
But still the purest and the best of what Christ has 
purchased for his church and people 'remaineth to 
be revealed hereafter. In the services of the sanc- 
tuary here, in communion with the Lord Jesus in 
prayer, and through a participation of His holy 
Communion, we have times of calm and holy walking 
with God. But they are only types and emblems of 
a purer offering above. There is a peace on earth 
which we feel the world has not given, and which 
the world may disturb, but never can entirely take 
away. But it is only a foretaste of a peace with 
which nothing in earth, heaven, or hell can interfere. 

" Thine earthly Sabbaths, Lord, we love, 
But there 's a nobler rest above" 

I would, therefore, in this part consider the future 
state of the Christian's eternal rest. Let us view it, as 
it will be hereafter without limit and without alloy. 
For nothing, I apprehend, is more likely to inspire 
our hearts with love for the blessings of religious 
peace — nothing more likely to make us seek for its 
enjoyment here below than a due impression of the 
great and glorious gift which is reserved for the 
faithful servant and soldier of Christ. 

In heaven, then, we are to consider the rest 
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which is to be enjoyed by the blessed above as 
complete, because it is — 1, rest from sin; 2, rest 
from doubt; 3, rest from strife. There is a feeling 
in heaven of full forgiveness — of complete know- 
ledge — of perfect love. 

I. With regard to a feeling of our forgiveness, 
it is obviously necessary for a state of perfect rest 
of mind. Nothing in this world should be such a 
serious cause of anxiety and grief to a thoughtful 
mind as uncertainty regarding the forgiveness of his 
offences against Almighty God. The penalties of 
sin are so awful, the consequences of recalling 
past hours which have a remembrance of violating 
the commands of an all holy, an all pure, and power- 
ful Being are so tremendous, that to no thinking 
mind can such a retrospect be other than a source 
of uneasiness and unrest. The language of the 
Psalmist expresses the disquietude of human nature 
when brought under a sense of sin. " Innumerable 
evils have compassed me about. Mine iniquities 
have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to 
look up. Therefore my heart faileth me." Men 
are anxious about many things — about their money, 
their good name, their worldly influence. They 
are anxious about health, fortune, politics. But, 
oh ! what question can be so important as that which 
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involves the question of their sins being forgiven 
them — their offences blotted out from the book of 
God's remembrance ? Now, this must ever, whilst 
we are on earth, be a cause of anxiety, at any rate 
of deep and serious concern. Not that there need 
be anxiety as regards the fulness or sufficiency of the 
atonement by which pardon has been obtained, or 
ot willingness of the Father to forgive. We know 
all has been done that infinite love, directed by in- 
finite wisdom, could accomplish for the pardon of a 
guilty world. We are assured the Redeemer " saw 
of the travail of his soul and was satisfied* Satis- 
fied because he knew his sacrifice had been accepted 
— because he knew that there was no more con- 
demnation to them who shall be in Christ Jesus, and 
who shall walk not after the flesh but after the 
Spirit. / But then, although we feel the blessedness 
of the present privilege of being forgiven for Christ's 
sake, no one can feel absolutely certain that his faith 
shall never fail, his love never grow cold, and in 
short, that he shall not, or cannot, fall from grace. 
An exhortation is given in the word of God, that 
he who thinketh he standeth must take heed lest he 
fall. Peter, when his fidelity was specially required, 
denied his master in the hall of Caiaphas. Paul, 
after long years of faithful service in the church, 
declared that he must still press onwards in the race, 
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and acknowledged the necessity for diligence and 
self-denial, " lest that by any means, when he had 
preached to others, he himself should be a castaway" 
— not to express any doubt as to the power of grace, 
but to shew that there was at least the possibility 
that he might himself at last be a castaway. But in 
Heaven, and in the rest that remaineth there for the 
people of God, all question as to the divine favour 
and forgiveness is absorbed in present possession. 
Jesus, by his presence and union with his people, 
conveys a constant unfailing stream of peace and 
love. The continuance of bliss is assured — there is 
a sense of pardon which never fails, and never can 
fail. All past offences being forgiven in Heaven — in 
the presence of Christ there can be no more offence to 
anticipate. In heaven there is rest from sin, and there- 
fore an entire rest from all feeling of condemnation. 

II. But the rest which remaineth for God's 
people in heaven is perfect also, because it is a con- 
dition free from the disturbance of doubts, and the 
hesitations which flow from imperfect knowledge. 
In heaven there are no questions to perplex the judg- 
ment — no mysteries which disturb the faith, and no 
problems which the intellect strives in vain to solve. 
There are no difficulties to reconcile — no apparent con- 
tradictions and anomalies in the moral government of 
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God which cause anxiety and perplexity, because they 
cannot be explained or adjusted. But in our present 
temporary and probationary condition, we find many 
such questions 5 we find the wicked prospering and 
vice triumphant. We see good men depressed, and 
piety discouraged and despised. We see the oppressor's 
wrongs of the friendless and the unprotected. The 
proud man's contumely, and insults of the meek and 
humble. The differences in men's opinions on sacred 
subjects, are equally perplexing. Learned, and able, 
and sincere men are found to suggest doctrines, and 
defend religious usages utterly and entirely opposed 
to one another. Men's minds become unsettled. 
The solution of many questions deeply important to 
our happiness and peace seems impossible. We ask, 
with Pilate, what is truth ? and despair of obtaining 
an answer. But why ? because men do not inquire 
with humility, and do not receive with meekness the 
word of God. Men are not satisfied to believe what 
is declared in Holy Scripture simply and without 
cavil. Men are anxious to be wise above what is 
written. They become unsettled, and lose that calm 
peace in believing which they shall have who hear the 
truth as little children, and adopt its words in a child- 
like simplicity. They know not the holy and tran. 
quil assurance of those who are desirous of profiting 
by what they learn, and of those who leave the 
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thorny paths of controversy for the peaceful ways 
of practical holiness and vital godliness. But the 
rest which remaineth includes rest from all such men- 
tal doubts and uncertainties as to the purposes and 
final adjustment of God's favour. Now we see 
through a glass darkly, but then we shall see the 
divine attributes and divine goodness face to face. 
Then we shall know even as we also are known. 

III. The rest which remaineth for the people of 
God is perfect in heaven, because it is a condition 
free from the perturbations of human passion, and 
the disturbances of all violent and malevolent feelings, 
of all unkindly and hostile inclinations to others. Can 
there be on earth a condition more unquiet and 
more painful than that of the heart which is torn and 
agitated by such angry emotions. What causes 
misery, and restless anxiety in the world like the 
indulgence of strife, malignant hatred, jealousy, and 
desire to injure others ? What so soon stamps care 
upon the brow — what so certainly imbitters the cup 
of life— what so often dims the brightness of happy 
youth, and robs the gray hairs of their honour-— 
what shackles so often the acts and words of noble 
natures — what so surely spreads terror and alarm 
throughout the family household — what brings 
so many victims to an untimely grave ? Talk of 



The Christian's Rest here & hereafter. 143 

the tempest that desolates the earth, uproots the 
oak, and rocks the battlements of time-honoured 
towers. Talk of the whirlwind that at sea raises 
the storm which overwhelms the noble vessel, and 
scatters its rich freight and brave sailors on the 
waves. Talk of the driving hail and the furious 
volcano as awful manifestations of what is terrific in 
creation, and which shew to the spectator something 
of the elemental strife which disturbs the harmony of 
nature, and which threatens to destroy the peace of 
all that are subjected to its violence. Nothing in the 
material storm is to my mind so frightful as the play 
of angry passions within the heart of man. Nothing 
on the earth we live in, is so desolating as hatred and 
revenge, as indulged jealousy and envy — nothing so 
destructive of the peace of social existence amongst 
its families. Whilst such things are, and whilst 
such things shew their bad influences on men's hearts 
around us, can we wonder that peace should be im- 
perfect on earth. That if men look for an entire 
rest from the angry passions, it must be in a rest 
that remaineth. Oh, can there be any true and full 
rest till all elements of strife and discord shall be 
abolished ! and can strife and discord ever be abo- 
lished till love shall reign supreme — the love which 
is rendered without measure to God and to man — 
the love which annihilates all selfish elements, which 
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feels it to be more blessed to give than to receive •, the 
love which may take root and grow here, but which 
is perfected only in heaven. The rest that remaineth 
for the people of God is the rest which divine love 
only can bestow. It is a great achievement for the 
spirit of man to know and feel that the idea and 
perception of perfect rest and of perfect love must go 
together — that it shall look and long for heaven, 
because there is the love without alloy. Indeed, it 
was a divine inspiration only that could have made St. 
John identify love with the essence of God's nature — 
that he should abandon all descriptions and defini- 
tions of the nature and characteristics of love, and 
should say at once, unequivocally and without dis- 
guise — 

16 God is Love." 

In heaven,' therefore, and with God, love is in 
perfection. There are no longer any feelings of 
that irritation — that disquiet which springs from the 
indulgence of anger, hatred, and uncharitableness 
here below. And in the day when prophesies shall 
fail, because all things prophesied shall be fulfilled 
— in the day when tongues shall cease, because 
all shall speak one language of adoration and of 
praise — the language of that new song, the words 
of which are learnt by the pure in heart who see 
their God. When knowledge shall vanish away, 
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because all the objects of knowledge shall be realised 
in possession, then love itself shall be triumphant 
Like the light of heaven, love shall penetrate the 
whole of those many mansions prepared for the 
righteous by Jesus in his Fathers house. Love 
shall rule in every heart. Love shall bind together 
all the inhabitants of heaven, from the humblest 
saint or seraph of the blessed to the loftiest arch- 
angel, and shall unite the whole company of the 
redeemed to the footstool of the everlasting throne 
of the Ancient of days, and of the seven spirits of 
God. Do you now see, dear Christian friends, that 
the believer's rest cannot be complete in our present 
state of trial and probation, but that its full develbp- 
ment and entire enjoyment belongs to a world be- 
yond the present, and that the rest promised to the 
people of God remaineth for a higher and a purer 
economy. 

We pass now from the question of the rest 
itsfelf to the expectation of fitness to secure its bless- 
ing, and enjoy its privileges. St. Paul exhorts the 
Hebrews to labour to enter into that rest. It can only 
be obtained, therefore, by discipline and exertion. 
By labour is rest attained here and hereafter. Let 
us labour. Let us use all diligence ; let us exert our- 
selves to secure what otherwise we may never attain 
to. Let us labour as the Apostle warns, lest any 



1 46 Pastoral Letters. 

man fail after the same example of unbelief, viz., the 
example set before us by the Israelites of old, who 
never entered into the rest provided for God's 
people of old by Joshua in the land of Canaan, and 
they entered not in, because they did not believe the 
declarations of God's word, and were not obedient 
to his commands. The Apostle's illustration is, that 
although Joshua had given the Jewish people rest 
from the fatigues and wandering of the desert, yet 
that there evidently remained for the people of God 
another and a better rest, even the keeping of an 
eternal, a blessed, and happy Sabbath in heaven. 
Now, I would once more call your attention to the 
peculiarity of the Apostle's language in his exhorta- 
tion, by which he invites men to avail themselves of 
what God has so richly provided for them. He 
does not say, let us labour to secure that rest which 
is hereafter ; nor does he say, let us labour to possess 
a blessing which God assures us is awaiting his sin- 
cere and true disciples. His exhortation to the 
Hebrew converts is, to labour to enter into that rest ; 
to come within its power and influence ; to partake 
of it so far as it can be enjoyed on earth, and thus to 
become now a participator in that rest which, begun 
on earth, remaineth in its full development in heaven. 
If you ask me therefore how you are to comply with 
the direction given to us by St. Paul, that we should 
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labour to enter into the rest that remaineth for the 
people of God, my answer would be this — Strive to 
make, as far as circumstances permit, the life that 
now is like the life that is to come. Take this illus- 
tration. When we find the case of a family or 
family circle, or the life of an individual, debased by 
sin, and stained by unhallowed indulgence, torn by 
evil passion, and degraded by selfish discord, breaks 
ing the ties of kindred, and alienating the affec- 
tions of human nature, without peace, or bene- 
volence, or mercy, we say in common language 
which is familiar to all, that such cases of evil 
disposition and evil conduct give the idea of a hell 
upon earth. So in like manner when the soul is 
at peace with God, when faith is unclouded and 
pure, when truth is triumphant in the heart, when 
the love of God and love of man reign supreme, 
when the hand is ever ready to aid and protect the 
helpless, to minister to the wants of the sorrowing 
and the needy, when the name of God is hallowed, 
and his worship honoured. When kindly feelings and 
gentle words direct and rule the intercourse of man 
with man, and govern the communication of the 
highest with the lowest, of the greatest and the 
wisest with the most ignorant and humble, then we 
may well use that better and happier expression — 
here indeed is "heaven upon earth" Yes! Be 
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assured God is pleased to give those of his children 
(who seek for it) many foretastes of the heavenly 
blessedness, the graces and the joys of the upper 
world. Saints on earth are brought within the 
verge of the courts of heaven, and can come within 
the confines and the glories of the celestial country. 
These, although in the world, and encompassed with 
infirmity and corruption, and engaged with the busi- 
ness and the duties of the world, have yet entered 
into the rest that remaineth to the people of God. 
And this no doubt is the key to that lesson whereby 
an apostle would instruct us in becoming now ex- 
perimentally acquainted with the peace and happiness 
of a world to come, and of securing the foretaste of 
a pure and heavenly condition, simply by being pre- 
pared for participating in its future and final develop- 
ment in heaven. Strive to make your own hearts, 
to make everything around you, as much like heaven 
as our present nature and infirmities permit, and in 
so doing I will pledge myself to you that you are in 
the apostle's sense of the term " labouring to enter 
into the rest that remaineth for the people of God." 
Seek then to follow out this resemblance in all 
its features, and first to realise the peace of mind 
which is promised even here below to those who 
truly love the Lord Jesus, who are sincere believers 
in his name, and have attained an interest in the 
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salvation he purchased for a guilty world upon the 
cross. When Christ himself said " Come unto me 
all ye that labour, and I will give you rest" he 
meant to call us to rest here, and to a nobler rest 
hereafter. What is the full character of that perfect 
love of the blessed above to Jesus Christ their Lord 
and Saviour we cannot now say, but no doubt it is 
possible for saints on earth to feel such transcendent 
love of Christ here that the joy of it shall be greater 
than any earthly happiness, and shall bring them near 
to the sensations of the heavenly world. I believe 
the annals of holy lives will shew that it is pos- 
sible for men to feel so deeply the love of 
Christ in procuring the pardon of sin, and so fully 
to enjoy the evidence of an interest in the inheri- 
tance on high, so intensely to enter into the feeling 
of all the children of God, that they can come into 
the divine presence and can experience a foretaste of 
the splendour of their adoption ; that whenever they 
hear the solemn words of the Lord Jesus, " Surely 
I come quickly," they can then join the universal 
echo of the saints with unspeakable delight, " even 
so come Lord Jesus." This we say is on earth to 
enter into the rest that remaineth. Then again to 
receive the great truths of the gospel as a little child, 
to bow with submission to every word from God's 
book, however opposed to the natural inclinations 
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and the natural dictates of human reason. To re- 
ceive with meekness the engrafted word for the 
salvation of the soul ; to pause in humble reserve 
where the reason cannot follow, and to practise what 
is clearly and distinctly set down for instruction in 
godliness, to cavil at nothing, and to profit by every- 
thing that we are sure comes from God. This is 
to enter into the rest that remaineth to the people of 
God — the rest that belongs to a lowly, teachable 
mind. And once more, to conquer the power of 
all favourite sins ; to break the bondage, of corrupt 
and long indulged evil habits ; to overcome the 
tyranny of passion ; and to forgive and pray for 
those who have done or meditated evil to us ; to tear 
away envy, malice, wrath, revenge ; and, under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit, to replace them in the 
heart by meekness, gentleness, forbearance, and 
Christian love. This is to enter into the rest that 
remaineth for the people of God. If we would 
form a judgment then of our ever coming to that 
rest above, we should examine carefully whether we 
are cultivating and securing the rest which is below. 
Here is our field for labour. Here is our appointed 
place for working out a fitness for higher and 
brighter rewards than any which the world can give. 
Oh ! my Christian brother or sister, who now read 
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my words, let us endeavour to make a practical and 
profitable application of the whole question. 

Earnestly desire to form an opinion whether you 
have really made any advance towards the entrance 
upon this rest. There is no mystery or difficulty in 
our forming this judgment. Let us ask fairly and 
honestly — Do we take pleasure in conversing with 
God our father by earnest addresses of prayer and 
praise ? Do we feel what it is to be " one with 
Christ * in the Holy Communion of His Body 
and Blood ? Do we love the holy, the humble- 
minded, the just and true more than the showy and 
the brilliant without piety ? Do we take more plea- 
sure in the growth of godliness than in the growth of 
riches, and honour, and worldly advantages, whether 
for ourselves or others ? If God has thus fitted us 
for the mansions of the happy world, surely then he 
has begun eternal life in us ; the dawn of heaven's 
glory is breaking on our souls, and will ere long 
glow like the mid-day noon of blessedness, and will 
merge into the light of divine beatitude. We shall have 
no need to ascend to heaven, or search for evidences 
of our own salvation in the decrees of predestination, 
or long for access to the rolls of electing grace, 
or to plead the privileges of a visible church eco- 
nomy on earth, or labour to establish the claims of 
an apostolical succession. If you have been trans- 

M 
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formed into a really heavenly temper, if guided by 
Christian precepts, if walking with Christ, bearing a 
cross, humbled, holy, self-denying, O then, Christian, 
believe your name is written in the Lamb's book of 
life. Heaven is begun on earth with you. You 
have placed a firm footstep within the precincts of 
the rest that remaineth for the people of God. 
Arise, shine more and more, O Christian, in piety 
and holy love, " for thy light is come, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon thee."* 



.*w* 






